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POWER THROUGH THE PEN 

 

 In the introduction to his letter, Luke tells us why he is 
writing about the life and ministry of Jesus.  There are three 
significant statements I would like to call our attention to: 
 “Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a 
narrative of the things that have been accomplished among 
us” (Luke 1:1). 
 The first statement shows us the power of Jesus’ 
message. There were many who put effort into having a full 
account of Jesus’ life and ministry from Luke’s pen.  The point 
is, people were so moved by Jesus’ life and ministry they were 
dedicating themselves to the strenuous undertaking of 
compiling the message.  Do we have that same dedication 
today? 
 “Just as those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them 
to us” (Luke 1:2). 
 This second statement clues us in on the popularity of 
Jesus’ message.  If no one cared about what Jesus said and 
accomplished, then no one would have said anything about 
Him. But no matter how much people try to deny it, Jesus 
challenged and changed the world more than any other 
human being possibly could.  Eyewitnesses and ministers 
were telling everyone they could about the forgiveness Jesus 
offered to all mankind.  They wanted His message to live on 
through generations and generations.  How many people are 
we telling about His message? 
 “It seemed good to me also, having followed all things 
closely for some time past” (Luke 1:3). 
 The third statement shows us the personal nature of 
Jesus’ message. What I find significant is the work Luke put in 
to writing about Jesus’ life and ministry.  Luke was inspired by 
the Holy Spirit (II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:21), but he still 
thought it was necessary to follow the life of Christ closely, to 
observe His message, and listen to other eyewitness accounts. 
 How much more work should we put in to knowing the 
Son, Christ, and our Father, God? 

Austin Johnson  



 

WHOSE ROLL ARE YOU ON? 

 

 Discipleship can honestly be claimed only by those who are willing to abide in the 
word of the Lord.  A handle on truth and freedom is promised to be available to those 
who so abide.  In John 8:31-32, Jesus told those Jews who had believed Him, “If you 
continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine: and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free.”   
 James spoke about abiding in the word, in terms of “doing.”  He said, “But one 
who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having 
become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he 
does,” James 1:25. 
 The writer of the Hebrew letter tells us that spiritual maturity belongs to those 
who have trained their senses to discern good and evil, through the practice of the word 
of God, Hebrews 5:14.  That tells us that spiritual maturity does not come through 
just hearing or reading the word of God, but through doing what it says.  Spiritual 
maturity does not come through preaching the word to the people in the pews. It comes 
from the practice of the word by the Christians in the world. 
 An important prerequisite for practicing the word of God is that one must first 
delight in it.  The psalmist tells us that the man who delights in the law of the Lord is 
blessed because of what his delight in the word will enable him to avoid and what it will 
empower him to do. “He will not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the 
path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers, but he will meditate in the law of the 
Lord day and night,” Psalm 1:1-2. 
 Paul gave Timothy several personal suggestions to help him in his ministry.  Then 
he added, “Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress 
will be evident to all,” I Timothy 4:15. 
 Could that be one of our problems that we are not willing to take pains with and 
be absorbed in the study and practice of God’s word?  If we could catch spirituality as 
easily as we catch a cold, we would be in good shape. But with spirituality it takes more 
than exposure. It takes effort, painstaking effort, and absorption, it takes diligence, it 
takes training and practice and the doing of God’s word.  Yet many of us do not even 
avail ourselves of all the Bible study opportunities the church offers us. 
 Is it because we are so engrossed in our own personal study that some of us don’t 
need the benefits of our Bible classes?  If so, then surely the rest of the congregation 
would benefit greatly from our presence and from what we could contribute to the 
classes.  After all, Christianity is a mutually beneficial association of people, who not 
only love the Lord, but who also love each other.  Paul stressed to the Corinthian 
Christians that their “gifts” were for the common good, I Corinthians 12:7.  And in 
Galatians 6:2, he did teach us we are to bear one another’s burdens, didn’t he? 
 What do we want from Christianity?  Is it our names on the church office roll, in 
the church directory, or do we want them written in the Lamb’s book of life?  The 
prerequisites are not always the same.  Whose roll are you on? 
 

 Ken Baird 


