
   

Are We Like Christ? 

Some years ago, Brother G. F. Raines wrote about a young 

Buddhist who had made a very careful study of the life of our Lord 

said to a Christian: “Your Christ is wonderful, oh, so wonderful; 

but you Christians, you are not like him.” Could it be that the 

Christian was left speechless by the accusation, because the force 

of the young Buddhist’s remark lies in the fact that he almost “hit 

the nail on the head”? 

Christ was a prayerful man (Luke 6:12); but too many 

“Christians” pray either infrequently or not at all. If we were like 

Christ, we would continue “instant in prayer” (Romans 12:12). 

Christ came “to seek and to save that which was lost” 

(Luke 19:10); but do we “Christians” lose any sleep because of 

the impending fate of the lost? 

Christ’s primary concern was his “Father’s business” 

(Luke 2:49); but the work of the Lord is the thing about which 

many “Christians” are least concerned. 

Christ had no place “to lay his head” (Matthew 8:20); but 

too many “Christians” are so fond of luxuries that they will not 

contribute liberally for the propagation of God’s will. 

Christ fervently prayed that Christians might be “made 

perfect in one” (John 17:23; cf. 11:20-22); but too many 

“Christians” bite, devour and consume one another. 

A certain lady accurately expressed what real Christianity is when 

she said: “Christianity is putting Christ on inside, then letting 

him show on the outside.” 
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The Ermine’s Example 

There is a unique little animal found in the forests of northern Europe and Asia. It is 
called the ermine. In the wintertime, the ermine’s fur turns snow-white. It instinctively 
protects its coat against anything that would soil it, going to great lengths to keep its fur 
spotless. 

Fur hunters deviously take advantage of this unusual trait. Instead of setting a trap to 
catch the ermine, they smear the entrance of its home with grime. When the ermine, 
even when being chased by dogs, sees its burrow covered in filth it will not enter. The 
ermine’s instinct to preserve the purity of its coat is so strong that it would rather die 
than defile its beautiful fur. 

God requires that those who would be righteous maintain themselves in purity. The 
people of God were told to “…make for themselves tassels on the corners of their 
garments throughout their generations, and that they shall put on the tassel of each 
corner a cord of blue. It shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the 
commandments of the LORD, so as to do them and not follow after your own heart 
and your own eyes, after which you played the harlot, so that you may remember to 
do all My commandments and be holy to your God” (Numbers 15:38-40). 

When the Israelite saw the blue cord on his clothes, he would remember the holy 
purpose for his life and the need to keep himself pure from sin. 

The vile sinner becomes clean when he puts on the Lord Jesus in baptism (Acts 22:16). 
The redeemed will one day wear white robes washed in the blood of the Lamb 
(Revelation 7:14). 

The Christian is pure, even as God is pure (1 John 3:3). We are called upon as followers 
of Christ to “come out from among them [the world] and be separate, says the Lord. 
Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you” (2 Corinthians 6:17). 

Too often, it is difficult to tell the Christian from the worldly sinner. The manner of 
dress, the words that proceed out of our mouth, the places we are seen going to and the 
type of entertainment we enjoy – all of these reflect upon our purity. Although we are 
in the world, we are not to be of the world. Strive to “keep [yourself] unspotted from the 
world” (James 1:27). 

The instinct of the ermine was to die rather than defile its beautiful coat. Pray that you, 
dear Christian, will have the spiritual fortitude to maintain your purity, even if it costs 
your life. 

“For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake 
will find it” (Matthew 16:25). 
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