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I WISH I WOULD HAVE… 

 
 I wish I would not have played so timidly during my high 
school basketball career.  I wish I would not have taken chapel 
attendance as a suggestion my freshmen year of college.  I wish, 
I wish, I wish…The list could go on and on in my life and I’m 
sure you could as well.  There are so many things that we look 
back on and think, “I wish I would have.” 
 

 I was blessed, recently, with an opportunity to speak with a 
father about raising children.  This man spoke to me about some 
decisions that he and his wife made throughout their children’s 
formative years.  Toward the end of the conversation he said 
something that I’m sure resonates with many parents:  “I wish I 
would have…” This father was speaking specifically about the 
lack of faithfulness in his children. The father spoke about 
changing “this” and changing “that,” and how, if he would have 
done “this” differently then maybe his children would be faithful 
today.  I can honestly say, I feel bad for this man. 
 

 I cannot imagine how painful it would be to see your 
children grow up into adulthood and living an unfaithful life.  So 
here is my plea to parents: do not miss an opportunity with your 
children to promote faithfulness, love, and devotion to the Lord 
(Ephesians 5:16-17).  What you promote now, at whatever age 
your children are, will most likely be what they put value in now, 
and in the future.  “Let us not grow weary in doing good, for in 
due season we will reap, if we do not give up” (Galatians 
6:9).  Promoting spiritual things is not always easy or 
convenient, but those who continue to do so will see results in 
the future. 
 

 Ultimately, I would imagine that all parents have things 
they wish they would have done differently.  In light of that, 
consider each day as a blessing from God and an opportunity to 
promote faithfulness, love, and devotion to the Lord.  Choose to 
take action for God so you will not look back and say, “I wish I 
would have…” 

Austin Johnson 



 

89 INSPIRING WAYS TO KNOW CHRIST… 
Or So I Thought 

 
 There it was in the magazine rack amongst all the juicy titles: “9 Practices for 
Better…,” “12 Ways to know your Man is…,” “The Scandal Comes to Light, Interview 
with…” This particular title stood in stark contrast to those around it. Printed above 
a picture of a large towering cross against a cloudy background was this title, 
“Jesus: 89 Inspiring Ways to Know Christ.”  I was shocked to find any “religious” 
materials in the grocery store checkout lane. After my initial shock wore off, I began 
to wonder, “How are they getting 89?” I was hooked; I had to pick it up. I did not 
buy it. At $12.99, it hardly seemed a worthy investment, but it warranted a 
thumbing through while the lady in front of me worked out her coupons. 
 Printed in its propaganda was this statement, “This special edition magazine 
exalts Jesus by giving an overview of 89 names and attributes described in the 
Bible.” Not what I thought.  I expected 89 “inspiring” ways to get to know the Christ 
on a spiritual level. I expected 89 denominational ideas on how to have a 
relationship with the Christ.  Instead, it was 89 different ways the Bible refers to the 
Christ by name.  You can come to know more about Christ through such a study.  
However, there is a more important issue at hand – to know and to be known by the 
Christ, the Savior. 
 I know that most people don’t know the Jesus of the Bible. They know the 
Jesus filtered through their own social and philosophical ideals.  This filtered Jesus 
makes them feel good about themselves and their current state.  How do I know 
this?  I know this because people change the teachings of the Biblical Jesus.  They 
change the message to fit their needs. They sanitize it, wrap it in plastic and put it 
on the shelf.  To them Jesus has become an icon of their own spirituality. The real 
words in red, when read in context, make people feel uncomfortable and should 
shake us loose from conformity to the world.  When applied, they convict the heart 
and move it to cry out to the Savior of the world, “My Lord and my God!”  The heart 
that says this is obedient to His commands. 
 The other side of knowing Christ is to be known by Him.  Matthew 7:20-23 
introduces an uncomfortable concept of the Biblical Jesus.  In Verse 20, we are 
known by our actions or fruits.  Verses 21-22 mention that on the Day of Judgment 
there will be people talking about all the things they thought were “spiritual” that 
they did.  Jesus’ response will be, “I never knew you” (v. 23).  The key is in verse 
21. It is not about doing what we think is spiritual but rather doing the will of the 
Father in heaven.  There are not “89 inspirational ways” to know Christ. There is 
simply one inspired way – conform our hearts and minds to the will of the Father.                                                                      
 

John Blackmer 


