
   

Where Were You When God Wanted to 

Bless You? 

“Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; 

Turn ye unto me, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto you, 

saith the Lord of hosts” (Zechariah 1:3). 

When a storm devastates a neighborhood, a drunk driver destroys 

an entire family, or a gunman kills unsuspecting children, 

someone is sure to cry, “Where was God when this happened?” 

Zechariah might answer, “Where were you when God wanted to 

bless you?” 

Many seem to live as if they consider God their servant – a miracle 

worker to be on hand when troubles mount, and out of sight when 

life goes smoothly. But God is “not far from every one of us” (Acts 

17:27). His evidence is in the sky, the trees and flowers, the air we 

breathe, the water we drink and the food we eat. And every 

evidence of Him calls us to seek Him and to know Him. 

When we find Him in the Book which He has given, we are taught 

to respect, worship and serve Him. How can we recognize the 

existence and power that created the earth and sustains our lives 

with air, food and water, and still think that He is at our beck and 

call? 

Mother said we could have dessert after we ate our vegetables. We 

may not have liked it, but we understood it. Shouldn’t we also 

believe and obey God when He calls us to turn to Him so He can 

bless us? 
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Salvation 
By Marty Kessler 

The most important information the church could provide is how to be eternally saved from 
your sins through Jesus Christ. The Bible teaches that we are all created in God’s image, but 
that through our own sins we have fallen short of His glory and become separated from Him. 
Since the penalty for sin is death, Jesus took on flesh so that He could die in our place, paying 
that penalty for each of us on the cross. You and I can avail ourselves of His gift of salvation by 
putting our faith in Jesus as God’s Son to save us, turning away from our sins and allowing 
someone to baptize us in water. It really is just that simple, and is exactly what Jesus said: 

And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. He who has 
believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be 
condemned.” - Mark 16:15-16 

We see this pattern of the gospel (and those who believe it being baptized immediately) 
presented in the New Testament book of Acts multiple times. The first instance is in chapter 
2. Peter, one of Jesus’ Apostles, preaches about Jesus, how He was crucified and buried, but 
then resurrected by God and made Lord of all (Acts 2:22-36). 

When many in the crowd believe Peter’s preaching, they are pierced to the heart and ask Him 
what they should do (Acts 2:37). Peter answers, telling them to repent and be baptized in 
Jesus’ name (by Jesus’ authority) for the forgiveness of their sins and that they would receive 
the gift of God’s Spirit (Acts 2:38). 

This pattern is repeated several times in the book of Acts 

• Acts 8:12 – Samarians hear the gospel of Jesus, believe and are baptized 

• Acts 8:13 – Simon the sorcerer hears, believes and is baptized 

• Acts 8:26-39 – an Ethiopian is taught about Jesus believes and is baptized 

• Acts 9:1-19 – Jesus appears to Saul of Tarsus, Saul believes in him and is baptized 

• Acts 10:24-48 – Cornelius and his family hear the gospel and are baptized 

• Acts 16:14-15 – Lydia and her family are baptized after hearing and believing the gospel 

• Acts 16:25-34 – the family of the jailor in Philippi hears the gospel and are baptized 

This then, is the simple means for our salvation that we believe in Jesus and based on that 
faith we allow someone to baptize us just as Jesus taught. Jesus’ apostle Paul wrote of baptism: 
Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized 
into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. - Romans 6:3-4 

Jesus died on the cross, taking our punishment on Himself. Baptism brings us into that death 
so that our sins are covered by it. We rise from baptism, just as Jesus rose from death, to walk 
in the new life God gives us, free from our sin. This is how the New Testament teaches us to be 
saved. 


