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JUMP START!
Recently I was shopping at our local dollar store and there
was a young woman and her two very young daughters in the
store. They were traveling and their car had broken down in the
parking lot. It was very cold and I went out to have a look. It
seemed her battery was low, but not dead. Her lights worked and
so did the horn, but the car wouldn’t quite turn over. Long story
short, we jump started the car very easily and she was on her way.
The incident got me to thinking….

There are times in all of our spiritual lives that we are a little
low in zeal. We perform somewhat for God but not up to full
force. As brethren, we are to look to one another and help “jump
start” each other. “And let us consider one another in order to
stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another…”(Hebrews 10:24-25). We all need “stirring” up from
time to time, but as the passage says, we need to come together.
The lady that needed a boost was trapped at the Family Dollar
store and was in obvious need with her hood up on her car.
Unless we come together, how can we know if someone is “low
charged” and needing a little encouragement? How can it happen
unless we assemble?
As we are well into 2014, let’s all recharge. Like coals in a
fire, we need to be pushed together to make more fire! Together,
there’s no telling what we can accomplish or what people we can
help. The quickest way to perk up is to get percolating! Action
leads to excitement and zeal. Inaction leads to, well, inaction.
Moping around gets us “down in the dumps” and it’s sometimes
hard to get us restarted.
Let’s each set some goals and do what we must to reach
them, spiritually speaking. If possible, try and involve others that
they might be charged up. Like the lady’s battery, we aren’t dead;
we just need a little jump start.
Chris Moore

A SENSE OF WONDER
One of the many joys of watching children grow is seeing the way that they
approach life with a sense of wonder. They are inquisitive and want to know why things
look the way they do and why they work the way they do. Then, and this is even better,
they have the ability to be truly impressed by what they have seen and what they have
learned. Their eyes get really wide. Their mouths often drop open. They may even say
something like, “Wow…”
It can be a little bit sad to consider them growing out of such a stage.
However, what is exponentially worse is to see an adult, a professed follower of
Jesus, to lose their sense of wonder with the Almighty. How many Christians do we
know (ourselves included) who are seemingly unimpressed by God anymore? We all
know them. I’m seeking not to be one myself. We may still attend worship services and
Bible classes, but such is done with little to no enthusiasm. We need to live with a sense
of wonder.
Consider this example: Walt Disney did everything he could to shield his two
daughters from publicity. He drove them to school, took them to athletics and other
lessons, just as any normal father would. One daughter, Diane, recalled how she first
learned that her father was “different.” When she was six years old, one of her friends
at school broke the news to her that it was her own father that was responsible for
creating their favorite movies and characters.
That night, when her father came home from work, at first she was in awe. Then
she began to think that he did not look any different. He did not look famous. She
approached him and asked some questions.
Diane: “Daddy, are you Walt Disney?”
Walt: “Yes, honey.”
Diane: “I mean are you the Walt Disney?”
He nodded in affirmation.
Diane: “Daddy, please give me your autograph.”
The God who made the universe and raised Jesus from the dead is the same One
who knows us, loves us, hears us and cares for us. Such things should fill us with awe.
“O, Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth…when I look at your heavens,
the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are
mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him?” (Psalm 8:1, 3-4).
Bart Warren

