
   

The Lesson of the Gloves 

I once read a story about a young preacher. Hershel and his wife 

were two young adults who were new to the ministry and to the 

town where they served. As many young adults, they had more 

bills than money. 

But there was hope. You see, Hershel was asked to preach a 

wedding. The bride-to-be was the daughter of an affluent 

businessman in town. Hershel hoped that he would get an 

honorarium for his services. 

After the wedding, the bride’s father presented the preacher with 

a small, wrapped box. When he got home that night, Hershel and 

his wife opened the gift and found a pair of new work gloves. Both 

were disappointed. They had bills. 

They put the gloves in the back of their closet and forgot about 

them. Four months later, an unexpected cold snap blew into town. 

Hershel couldn’t find his winter gloves, so he got out the new work 

gloves. As he put his hand into the gloves, he felt something 

inside. In each finger of the gloves was a $20 bill. Two hundred 

dollars in total. That was like $2000 in today’s market. 

All those months of doing without, when the money they needed 

was sitting in their closet, just waiting to be used. 

That’s like many of our blessings. Prayer, inspiration of the Bible, 

fellowship and encouragement of the church—all these blessings 

await you in Christ. All we have to do is use them. 

“You do not have because you do not ask God” (James 4:2b). 
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To Have and to Lose 
There is “a time to get, and a time to lose” (Ecc. 3:6). Suffering loss is a part of living. 
We lose money. We lose health. We lose friends. We lose loved ones. We lose our 
happiness. Life is a constant cycle of ups and downs, gains and losses. Circumstances 
beyond our control can take away what is dear to us in a moment. People can rob us of 
our possessions and our peace of mind. Even our own bad choices can deprive us of the 
kind of life we want. Few things in life stay the same for very long. 

How do you take losing something you treasure? The Christians in the book of Hebrews 
had their property taken from them. Yet the writer says they “took joyfully the spoiling 
of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring 
substance” (Heb. 10:34). They surely didn’t put a sign on their door saying, “Go in, 
steal what you want, and that will make us happy.” They were not happy because 
people took what they owned; they were joyful in spite of this fact. They realized more 
than ever that happiness does not come from things. More importantly, they 
remembered that they would eventually leave all their possessions behind and inherit 
far greater treasures in heaven. 

Job lost his possessions and his ten children. That kind of loss would cause some people 
to lose their faith, but not Job. His attitude was “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). Job was mistaken about who 
was responsible for his affliction. It was Satan and not God who did these things to him. 
But at least at this point in the story he took his suffering well. 

Alexander Campbell believed, as Abraham Lincoln also suggested, that the Civil War 
was God’s punishment on America. Campbell said that no people have ever enjoyed 
peace and prosperity long without becoming ungrateful and prideful. As a result, he 
argued, “Our heavenly Father is constrained to lay his hand upon his person, his 
family, or his estate; and by a series of difficulties, embarrassments, afflictions—
personal or social—awaken and arouse him, compel him, indeed, to think, to ponder 
his paths, and thus to reform, change his course of life, and become sober-minded.” 
Campbell was humbly speaking from his own experience when he talked about losing 
what we have. When he wrote these words in 1861, he had buried his first wife Margaret 
and ten of his fourteen children. 

It is a shame that we don’t appreciate what we have until we lose it. We don’t appreciate 
our health until we start having illness. We don’t appreciate our freedom until we’re on 
the verge of losing it. We don’t appreciate our friends and loved ones until they’re gone. 
But this doesn’t have to happen. You can decide to be thankful today. “In everything 
give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Thess. 5:18). 
Life can take away what we treasure. 

Death will take away all our earthly attachments. Why should this bother us as long as 
we gain heaven? 
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