MISSING!

One Sunday morning, a preacher pointed out to one of the elders that the flower arrangement that sits in front of the pulpit was missing.  The elder hadn’t noticed it, but he certainly did now. This elder pulled all the other elders to the side and asked them if they had any knowledge of what had happened to the flower arrangement.  None of them knew; so the search for the missing flower arrangement was on.


The elders called a special meeting with the deacons and asked them to help locate this arrangement due to its great value; after all, the florist billed the church several hundred dollars for that arrangement.  Every room in the church building, every closet, and every cabinet was turned upside down looking for that missing flower arrangement.  Announcements were made in the church bulletin, emails were sent out, and even a phone tree message was sent to every family in the church.  Still, they had no luck in recovering the missing flower arrangement.


After looking at a “bare” pulpit for a month, the preacher got up to preach, reached down behind the pulpit, pulled out the missing flower arrangement, and placed it on its rightful stand in front of the pulpit.  There was audible sighs of relief that could be heard from the unsuspecting congregation.  But what followed next was this preacher’s shortest, and perhaps his best and most convicting sermon he ever preached.  He simply said, “I must confess, I am the one who took the flower arrangement.  Why?  Because I just wanted to see if, as a church, we were more stirred and moved to action by a missing flower arrangement than we were a missing soul.”


Well, what about you?  If you were a member of that church, would you have been convicted of misplaced priorities that morning?  Give it some thought.
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I AM A SOLDIER IN THE ARMY OF GOD
I am a soldier in the army of my God.

The Lord Jesus Christ is my Commanding Officer.

The Holy Scripture is my code of conduct.

Faith, prayer, and the Word are my weapons of warfare.

I have been taught by the Holy Spirit, trained by experience,

Tried by adversity and tested by fire.

I am a volunteer in this army, and I am enlisted for eternity.

I will not get out, sell out, be talked out or pushed out.

I am faithful, reliable, capable and dependable.

If my God needs me, I am there, I am a soldier.

I am not a baby. I do not need to be pampered, petted, primed up, 

Pumped up, picked up or pepped up.  I am a soldier.

No one has to call me, remind me, write me, visit me, entice me or lure me.

I am a soldier. I am not a wimp. I am in place, saluting my King,

Obeying His orders, praising His name and building His kingdom!

No one has to send me flowers, gifts, food, cards or candy, or give me handouts.

I do not need to be cuddled, cradled, cared for or catered to.

I am committed. I cannot have my feelings hurt bad enough to turn me around.

I cannot be discouraged enough to turn me aside.

I cannot lose enough to cause me to quit.

When Jesus called me into his army, I had nothing.  If I end up with nothing,

I will still come out ahead.  I will win.  

My God has and will continue to supply all of my needs.

I am more than a conqueror. I will always triumph. I can do all things through Christ.

The devil cannot defeat me.  People cannot disillusion me.  Weather cannot weary me.

Sickness cannot stop me.  Battles cannot beat me. Money cannot buy me.

Governments cannot silence me, and hell cannot handle me, I am a soldier.

Even death cannot destroy me.

For when my Commander calls me from His battlefield,

He will promote me to captain and then allow me to rule with Him.

I am a soldier in the army, and I’m marching claiming victory.

I will not give up.  I will not turn around.

I am a soldier, marching heaven-bound.

Here I Stand!  Will you stand with me?
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