
  

The Reason for the Season? 

It’s December! For many, especially children, “It’s The Most 

Wonderful Time of the Year.” It is also the time of the year when 

we hear the slogan, “Jesus is the reason for the season.” How do 

you feel about that slogan? 

I take issue! Jesus is not “the reason for the season.” For devoted 

Christians, Jesus is “the reason for all of life” — our lives! Read 

Colossians 3:1-4! Paul reminds us that Christ is “our life.” We 

“died” and “were raised with Christ,” an allusion to our 

repentance and baptism (2:11-12). We “seek those things which 

are above” and our minds are set “on things above.” Our lives are 

“hidden with Christ in God.” A “season” may be long enough for 

those of a secular mindset, for those who give a little thought to 

Jesus this time of the year. But to God’s faithful a “lifetime” is not 

long enough to serve the Lord we love! He is not “the reason for 

our season” — He is “the reason for our surrender.” 

We rejoice every day that God sent His Son into the world to save 

us — the story of His birth being a part of that grander scheme. 

Many are enamored with the story of Jesus’ birth because a babe 

in a manger makes no demand upon their lives. They can have 

God without obligation. They can talk about His birth, sing a carol 

or two and then walk away! The emphasis of the gospel, however, 

is on the Lordship of Christ, not the birth of Christ. In the first 

sermon to the Jews Peter declared that Jesus is “both Lord and 

Christ” (Acts 2:36). In the first sermon to the Gentiles he 

declared that Jesus is “Lord of all” (Acts 10:36). His birth is only 

the beginning of the story! Surrendering to Him as Lord is the 

story! Wise men still seek Him! Wise men surrender to Him as 

Lord! 
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A Short ‘Christmas’ Quiz 
At this time of the year, more will be said about the birth of Jesus than at any other time of the 

year.  Yet, each year I can’t help but be a bit disturbed by all the biblical ignorance and inaccuracies 

associated with the birth of our Savior.  When it comes to one of the most fundamental tenants of 

Christianity, the incarnation of Jesus, and one of the most pivotal historical events that ever 

occurred, I find that many cannot discern between fact and faction.  As fundamental as the birth 

of Jesus is, people do not really know the account of his birth as well as they might think. 

Doubt me?  Then give the following brief “True/False” quiz a shot and see how well you do. 

 True or False: The Bible says the angel Gabriel appeared to Joseph to inform him that Mary 
was with child. 

 True or False: The Bible says that three wise men came to the manger to worship and give 
gifts to Jesus. 

 True or False: The Bible says that an unknown number of wise men came to the manger to 
worship Jesus. 

 True or False: The Bible says a bright star appeared in the sky and led the shepherds to the 
manger. 

 True or False: The Bible says a bright star appeared in the sky and led the wise men to the 
manger. 

 True or False: The Bible says the shepherds and the wise men were present on the night of 
Jesus’ birth. 

 True or False: The Bible says an innkeeper told Mary and Joseph that there was no room in 
the inn, thus Jesus was born in a manger. 

Okay, so how did you do?  Did anyone get them all right?  Did you get a passing grade?  Well, if 

you answered any of the questions with a “True,” you were mistaken.  Every statement is false for 

one reason or another.  Open your Bible and check it for yourself. 

What I have discovered through the years is that it is surprisingly easy for us to believe as fact, 

what is in reality, fiction.  Furthermore, this “fiction” is sometimes propagated by religion.  How 

many church lawns and “Christmas” re-enactments will portray a nativity scene which 

inaccurately portrays the biblical account? Churches that decried the inaccuracies in the movie 

“Noah” and the “Bible Series” on television may very well do their part in perpetuating biblical 

inaccuracies this December. 

But now here’s the point of my article:  If we can be misinformed about something as fundamental 

as the birth of Jesus, what’s to make us think we cannot be misled regarding other religious 

matters? 

Friends, make sure your faith is not based on what others have told you is true, but rather make 

sure your faith is based on what you know to be true from your own personal study.  Let the 

“fiction” you see perpetuated on church lawns and in church pageants this holiday season be a 

reminder and a warning to you to do your own Bible study, and to never be content with what 

others say. 

“Prove all things; Hold fast what is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21). 

Steve Higginbotham 


