
 
P.O. Box 416 
129 S. Chamberlain Ave. 
Rockwood, TN 37854 
865-354-0855 
 
 
Elders: 
 Dana Carter 
 Kenneth Carter 

Don Chandler 
  
  
 
 
Deacons: 
 Kendall Bear 

Larry Brackett 
 Roger Carter 
 Steve McCreary 
  
  
  
 
Minister:   
 Todd Houston 
 
Secretary: 
     Susan Chandler 
 
Service Times: 
Sunday 
 Bible Study  10 am 
 Worship Service 10:45 am 
 Worship Service 6 pm 
 
Wednesday 
 Bible Study 7:30 pm 
 
 
  
 
 
Email: 
   rockwdcc@gmail.com 
 
Website: 
Rockwoodchurchofchrist.com 
 

R ockw ood Church of Christ 
The Proclaimer 

December 17, 2017 
 

   

LOVING GOOD WORKS 
 
 Matthew 5:16 “In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in Heaven.”  Jesus was 
teaching during His sermon on the mount that we as 
Christians need to be seen by others of the world.  How and 
why are we to be seen?  We are to be seen doing good works.  
We are to be doing the good works in order that God may 
receive the glory. 
 As Christians we need to love doing good works.  What 
does it mean to “love good works?”  A good work can be 
defined as the following:  “A strong feeling or devotion to 
any physical or mental activity that produces something that 
is morally beneficial or desirable” (def. by Halbert Tucker).  
Christians need to focus time, money, and energy on these 
good works that are beneficial to others and to God’s 
kingdom. 
 Matthew 6:21 says, “For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.”  We need not put our hearts 
on treasures of this world that will rot away, be stolen, or get 
lost.  Things like cell phones, tablets, money, jobs, hobbies, 
and sports seem to be where we have our treasures in 
today’s world. But our treasure should be treasures of 
heaven.  Doing good works is one of the ways we can focus 
on heavenly treasures. 
 Just doing good works alone is not going to get you to 
heaven.  We must obey the gospel the way God commands 
we obey.  But He also commands us “to be ready for every 
good work” (Titus 3:1), “equipped for every good work” 
(II Timothy 3:17). 
 We need to be people zealous for good works as Paul 
described to Titus in Titus 2:14.  So let’s look for ways that 
we can shine our lights by doing good works so glory may be 
given to God. 

Nick Pace 



THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY 

 
 Picture this scene.  A little baby boy is born in a hospital and everyone is so excited.  
However, when it comes time to take him home, the parents say, “we think he should stay 
here with you.”  While such would never happen to a child born into a loving or even 
semi-loving family, the question is why?  The answer is because we all realize that a baby 
needs a home.  A place to be nourished, protected, cared for and loved.  A place to grow 
and mature.  Thankfully, God has provided the family to serve just such a need. 
 If only there was such a place where the newborn child of God could go to find 
something similar!  A home and a family.  A place where they could be nourished, 
protected and loved.  A place where they could grow and mature. Now that I think about 
it, I think that there is such a place.  It is called the local church and family of God. 
 It is in the context of this family setting that we find the following exhortations.  
“Exhort one another daily, while it is called ‘Today,’ lest any of you be hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin” (Hebrews 3:12-14).  “And let us consider one another in order 
to stir up love and good works” (Hebrews 10:24).  The “one another” passages of the 
NT can only truly be fulfilled in the context of the local assembly of believers. 
 Thus, when it comes to the subject of spiritual growth, which God expects of each 
one of us, God has not left us alone.  God knew that on our own we would be much more 
vulnerable to the attacks of the enemy and the lures of the world.  Thus, in addition to the 
Word and prayer, God has blessed each of us with a spiritual family in which we can find 
everything we need to grow into spiritually healthy and mature Christians.  From a 
practical standpoint, God’s provisions for us as members of His family (belonging, 
support and encouragement) are realized in the fellowship of a local congregation of the 
Lord’s people. 
 It is in such arrangements that we can be under the oversight, guidance and 
protection of a group of elders whose job it is to watch out for our souls.  It is in the local 
church that we can remain in close contact with like-minded and like-purposed 
individuals.  It is in the local church that we can be encouraged in our struggles, 
applauded in our victories and admonished when needed.  It is as a part of the local body 
of believers that we have access to all these blessings and more, thus it amazes me that I 
have actually had people argue with me about the importance and/or need of being a part 
of a local church. 
 To appreciate God’s blessing of the local family we must first join ourselves to a 
local collection of believers in Christ and then we must become involved in the life, 
worship, work and fellowship of that group.  It is in this area that I want to close by 
considering 2 Important Truths.  First, unlike the physical world, in the church we do get 
to choose which family to be a part of. However, when you choose that work then be a 
part of it – there is too much “church hopping” in the church today.  Second, as is true in 
the physical family, we can isolate ourselves from our spiritual family and thus lose the 
blessings and provisions of being in that family to begin with, so stay connected. 
 In the local church we should not only find love, support and encouragement as we 
seek to grow and mature in our walk with God, but we also have the opportunity and 
responsibility to give such back to others. Thank God for the Family.       

Brian Mitchell 


