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YOU & SATAN

The Scriptures warn us about the devil.  He is not our friend, he is our foe.  He doesn’t love us, he hates us.  He is not for us, he is against us.  He indeed is our number one enemy; therefore, Peter admonishes, “Be sober-minded; be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (I Peter 5:8).  And that “someone” is you and me.  We are on his “hit list.”


Satan tempts (Matthew 4:1); he schemes (Ephesians 6:11); he lays out snares (I Timothy 3:7); he deceives (Revelation 20:10); he lies and is the father of lies (John 8:44); he murders (John 8:44); and we should “not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs” (II Corinthians 2:11).  And yet, so often we act as if we don’t have a clue about how he operates.

If sin were not so enticing and exciting Satan would not be so powerful.  He makes wickedness look so innocent, intriguing, and inviting as he lays the snare; he “disguises himself as an angel of light” (II Corinthians 11:14); but in reality he is the adversary of darkness!  He is no good and up to no good.  Don’t be duped by his deception.


Hell has been prepared for the devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41), and Satan wants you and me to join him in his eternal agony.  The truth is, if we live like the devil on earth, we will certainly live with him in hell.  We cannot align our lives with Satan on earth and expect to be rewarded with the saints in heaven.  “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap” (Galatians 6:7).


Remember: Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you want to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay.


Are the “passing pleasures” of sin (Hebrews 11:25) really worth the permanent consequences?  The relationship you and Satan share is truly up to you.  But beware; the devil is up to no good for you!

James Cudd

REMEMBER OTIS?


If you are a follower of the old “Andy Griffith Show,” you will well remember Otis, the town drunk, who periodically checks himself into jail to sleep off his hangover.  Otis is a lovable character, who never hurts anybody else, although he doesn’t know how to handle the bottle.


One show had an interesting development.  Otis received a letter from his brother, telling him he was coming to visit.  Otis had foolishly told his brother that he was a deputy sheriff, and didn’t know what to do.  Andy, who always tried to accommodate anyone, offered to let Otis become a temporary deputy, only while his brother was in town.  The catch was that Otis had to stay sober.  Of course, his wife wouldn’t believe it was true until he destroyed his hidden liquor at home.


Everything went according to plan when his brother came, and Otis was even strong enough to refuse to drink on duty when his brother asked him to go get a drink.  Otis wanted to make sure that his brother knew that he was a success, not the failure that his brother expected him to be.


But then something completely unexpected happened.  Otis kept expecting to get caught in his masquerade, but then his brother did the unimaginable.  As Otis looked on in surprise, his brother came into the jail drunk, and checked himself in just like Otis did every weekend.  The brother was appropriately sorry as Otis lectured him on how he had let down the whole family by his actions.

 
Andy’s lesson to Otis was that he shouldn’t have been so self-conscious about trying to impress others.  But I believe there was another lesson.  Otis had the chance to see himself as he really was.  He had a chance to hear, “Thou art the man.”

You see, when King David stole Uriah’s wife, and then had him killed to cover up his sin, he thought he really had covered up everything.  But then Nathan told him a story about a rich man who took a poor man’s one ewe lamb to feed a traveling visitor.  David was incensed about this man’s wickedness and vowed a fourfold retribution, and that the man should die.  Nathan boldly concluded, “Thou art the man” (II Samuel 12:7).  To his credit, David responded in penitence, and accepted his punishment.  But Otis never changed.  He never reformed.  He could see how his brother embarrassed him, but he never saw himself.  How about you?  Have you had a “Thou art the man” experience?  How did you respond?

Bob Prichard
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