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UNITY 
 

 God’s word is truth (John 17:17) and when we 
are all grounded in the truth of God’s word unity will 
be the result (Ephesians 4:1-15). 
 
 Truth does not cause division because truth is 
constant.  Division comes when someone blows the 
winds of false doctrine and topples Christians who 
are not grounded in truth.  They are “carried about 
by every wind of doctrine” because they have no 
roots.  False teachers use trickery, cunning 
craftiness, and deceit to cause division in the church 
(read the passage above). 
 
 There is much division in the religious world 
today.  Why?  There are two reasons: First, false 
teachers come into a church and draw away disciples 
after themselves (Acts 20:29-30).  They are more 
interested in promoting themselves than in teaching 
God’s truth.  Second, Christians who are not 
grounded in the truth follow the false teachers.  Their 
ears have been tickled by the cunning craftiness of 
the false teacher and they are drawn away after their 
own lust (II Timothy 4:2-4). 
 
 False teachers and itching ears always result in 
divisions and “new churches” spring up.  But truth 
always brings unity among those who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness (Matthew 5:6). 
 

Alton Norman 



MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

IN THE FAMILY 

 
 God gave each member of the family a role to play. Each one playing his 
or her part will make a difference in the family, as can be seen in Paul’s 
instructions to the saints in Ephesus. 
 
 Christian wives are to place themselves under the control of their 
husbands as one means of showing that they are yielding to the Lord (5:22).  
God made man the head of the family, foreshadowing the relationship of 
Christ to the church.  Jesus demonstrated His love for the church by giving 
His life for her.  Husbands should be ready to sacrifice their lives for their 
wives (5:23-25).  The self-sacrificing nature of the Savior is a perfect example 
for each husband to follow.  Wives whose husbands are willing to die for them 
have little trouble with submission. 
 
 Children are instructed to keep on obeying their parents (6:1-3).  The 
only limitation to this is the expression “in the Lord,” which means a child 
may refuse to obey his or her parents if they ask them to do something wrong 
in the sight of God.  The fifth of the Ten Commandments reads, “Honor your 
father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the 
Lord your God is giving you” Exodus 20:5). Paul described it as the “first 
commandment with promise” because obeying and honoring one’s parents is 
well-suited to developing a character that will cause one to live a long life on 
earth.  Obedience requires one to grow in self-control, self-disciple, 
recognition of authority and a teachable spirit, all of which are necessary 
ingredients for a good life. 
 
 Fathers can facilitate the obedience of their children by not provoking 
them to wrath (6:4).  Discipline is an important part of the parent and child 
relationship, but harsh discipline can cause a child to strike back.  
Inconsistency in discipline can lead to outbursts of anger. Fathers do not need 
to laugh about things a little child does and then spank for the same action 
when the child is a little older. 
 
 You can make a difference in your family!  Godly parents can make a 
positive difference in their families. 
 

 Gary C. Hampton 


