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OUR SHEPHERD PROVIDES COMFORT


I love the story about the first grader who stood in front of his classroom to make a speech about “What I want to be when I grow up.”  He said, “I’m going to be a lion tamer and have lots of fierce lions.  I’ll just walk into the cage and they will roar.”  He paused for a moment, thinking about what he had said and then added, “But of course, I’ll have my mommy with me.”


What a difference it makes to have someone we trust by our side.  The presence of our Shepherd is a source of great comfort to us.  A sheep doesn’t feel safe because it says, “I am stronger than the lion;” or, “I am able to escape from the bear;” or, “I shall always be able to avoid the wolf.”  A sheep feels safe because “Your rod and your staff they comfort me.” (Psalm 23:4).  The presence of our shepherd is our source of comfort.  God says in Isaiah 41:13, “For I, the LORD your God, will hold your right hand, saying to you, Fear not, I will help you.”


And sheep need to be comforted because they are very easily frightened.  If one sheep gets startled and runs away, all of the others will follow behind it in fear, not waiting to see what frightened them.  But nothing quiets a flock of sheep like seeing their shepherd in the field with them.


Like sheep, we also are easily frightened.  We live in an uncertain world.  We’re concerned about so many things that have happened and that could happen.  But nothing quiets our souls like knowing that our Shepherd is near.   As Jesus promised, “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:20).  That doesn’t mean we won’t have enemies or we won’t pass through dark valleys; this psalm makes that clear.  The comforting promise in scripture is not that we will be protected from disappointment and pain.  Rather, it is that our Lord is a shepherd who will never abandon us even in those dark moments.


“The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.” (Psalm 23:1).

Alan Smith
A ‘CHRISTMAS’ QUIZ


At this time of the year, more will be said about the birth of Jesus than at any other time of the year.  Yet, each year I can’t help but be a bit disturbed by all the Biblical ignorance and inaccuracies associated with the birth of our Savior. When it comes to one of the most fundamental tenants of Christianity, the incarnation of Jesus, and one of the most pivotal historical events that ever occurred, I find that many cannot discern between fact and faction.  As fundamental as the birth of Jesus is, people do not really know the account of his birth as well as they might think.


Doubt me?   Then give the following brief “True/False” quiz a shot and see how well you do?  


True or False The Bible says the angel Gabriel appeared to Joseph to inform him that Mary was with child.


True or False The Bible says that three wise men came to the manger to worship and give gifts to Jesus.


True or False The Bible says that an unknown number of wise men came to the manger to worship Jesus.


True or False The Bible says a bright star appeared in the sky and led the shepherds to the manger.


True or False The Bible says a bright star appeared in the sky and led the wise men to the manger.

True or False The Bible says the shepherds and the wise men were present on the night of Jesus’ birth.


True or False The Bible says an innkeeper told Mary and Joseph that there was no room in the inn, thus Jesus was born in a manger.


Okay, so how did you do? Did anyone get them all right?  Did you get a passing grade?  Well, if you answered any of the questions with a “True,” you were mistaken.  Every statement is false for one reason or another. Open your Bible and check it for yourself.

What I have discovered through the years is that it is surprisingly easy for us to believe as fact, what is in reality, fiction.  Furthermore, this “fiction” is sometimes propagated by religion.  How many church lawns and “Christmas” re-enactments will portray a nativity scene which inaccurately portrays the Biblical account?  Churches that decried the inaccuracies in the movie “Noah” and the “Bible Series” on television may very well do their part in perpetuating Biblical inaccuracies this December.


But now here’s the point of my article:  If we can be misinformed about something as fundamental as the birth of Jesus, what’s to make us think we cannot be misled regarding other religious matters?


Friends, make sure your faith is not based on what others have told you is true, but rather make sure your faith is based on what you know to be true from your own personal study.  Let the “fiction” you see perpetuated on church lawns and in church pageants this holiday season be a reminder and a warning to you to do your own Bible study, and to never be content with what others say.


“Prove all things; Hold fast what is good.”  (I Thessalonians 5:21)

Steve Higginbotham
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