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A NEW YEAR IS LIKE... 

 A day yet to dawn 
 A battle yet to be fought. 
 A mountain yet to be climbed. 
 A journey yet to be begun. 
 A chapter yet to be written. 
 A book yet to be read. 
 A blank sheet yet to be filled. 
 A new territory yet to be explored. 
 A meal yet to be consumed. 
 A race yet to be run. 
 A game yet to be played. 
 A task yet to be undertaken. 
 A present yet to be opened. 
 A sea yet to be crossed. 
 A story yet to be told.  
 A conversation yet to unfold. 
 A sermon yet to be preached. 
 A plan yet to be set in motion. 
 A walk yet to be taken. 
 A building yet to be constructed. 

 Seize it; live it well! 

“I call Heaven and Earth to witness against you today, that 
I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing;  
therefore choose life that you and your offspring may live, loving 
the Lord your God, obeying His voice and holding fast to Him…” 
Deuteronomy 30:19-20a 

“…Yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your 
life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes.” (James 4:14). 

Lance Cordle 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 



  

Do You Believe? 

 A brand new calendar year is upon us! As such it is a great time to evaluate where 
we stand in a number of different areas. 

 Experts tell us that nine out of every ten “New Year’s Resolutions” will fail…and 
most of these failures occur by February. This means that for the average person, year 
after year, they abandon their plans of self-improvement after a few short weeks. 

 So, instead of creating some resolutions we will not likely keep, why don’t we take a 
different approach? Why not ask ourselves some important questions that, if acted upon, 
can make some positive differences in our lives? 

 For example, take note of Matthew chapter 9. Here we find Jesus performing 
powerful miracles and calling the disciples to follow Him. In verses 27-28, some blind 
men were pleading with Jesus to be merciful to them and to restore their sight. His 
question to them was this: “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said, “Yes, 
Lord.” 

 Through the pages of Scripture, Jesus continues to ask us this question today. 

 Do you believe that you can be forgiven? (9:1-8). Actually feeling forgiven 
can be difficult for some. Try as we may, some of us just do not feel forgiven. However, 
Christ said that He wanted this paralyzed man to know that He had authority to forgiven 
sin (9:6). Jesus healed the physical infirmity of the man so that all might know that He 
had the power and authority to heal spiritual infirmity. This man could know when and 
how he was healed. Today, we too can know when and how we are spiritually healed 
(Acts 2:38; 22:16; Col. 1:13-14; 2:12; 1 John 1:7, 9; et. al.). 

 Do you believe that there is work to do? (9:9, 35-38). Jesus called Matthew 
to follow because there was much work to be done. There were many souls to be saved. 
He told His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few” (9:37). The 
problem is not with the harvest – the world is lost and dying. There are potential converts 
everywhere we go. The problem is that there is a lack of workers. There are too few willing 
to share the good news. 

 Do you believe that Jesus rules over death? (9:18-26). A little girl had died. 
Jesus said not to worry. The people laughed at Him. He took the girl by the hand and she 
arose. Jesus is the giver of life (John 10:10; 20:30-31; Eph. 2:4-5). Jesus is the 
conqueror of death (Rom. 10:9; 1 Thess. 4:14). What have we to fear (Heb. 2:15)? 

 This year will you show Jesus that you believe by living with bold and courageous 
faith? 

 Do you believe?                                                                                                    Bart Warren 


