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HOUSE TO HOUSE
Someone once said that “every man needs to hear the
call of the Gospel message before he hears the trumpet call
to Judgment!” I couldn’t agree more! God has entrusted
within us, His earthen vessels, the Gospel treasure (II
Corinthians 4:7), and He commands that we share it with
those living in darkness (Cf. Matthew 13:1ff; Mark
16:15-16; Romans 10:10ff; Philippians 2:15-16; II
Timothy 2:2; I Peter 2:9). The Gospel, God’s power to
save (Romans 1:16; James 1:21), will be the Standard by
which all will be judged in the last day (John 12:48).
The apostle Paul took seriously his evangelistic
responsibilities. To the Ephesians elders he wrote, “And
how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but
have shewed you, and have taught you publicly, and from
house to house, testifying both to the Jews, and also to the
Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:20-21).
The early church, amidst extreme persecution, “went
everywhere preaching the word” (Acts 8:4). They believed
in the coming Judgment and the terror of the Lord, and thus
sought to persuade men before it was too late (cf. Acts
17:30-31; 24:25; II Corinthians 5:10-11). And so too
should we!
One day the Lord will “descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trump
of God” (I Thessalonians 4:16), and on that Day only
those who have heard and obeyed the Gospel will be saved!
May we, servants of the Lord, “Go out into the highways
and hedges, and compel them (teach the lost) to come in
(obey the Gospel) that His house (the Lord’s church) may be
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filled” (Luke 14:23).

WHAT ABOUT FAITH ON PUBLIC DISPLAY?
I will admit it. It is not always fun answering the front door and finding a person on my
porch holding a religious pamphlet. I don’t necessarily relish the idea of someone coming to my
house at 9 a.m. on a Saturday morning and wanting to talk about eternity with me. I might not
be ready to talk about it in that moment. I might feel invaded or become defensive. I might wish
I had never answered the door.
So we should not be surprised when we are public about our faith that others may feel the
same way. And yet Jesus sent His disciples from house to house. And the reality is that some of
the greatest modern day heroes of faith were converted themselves because someone came to
their door to tell them about salvation and the New Testament church. The great commission
simply says, “Go.” Jesus did not specify how to go. This must mean He intended for the gospel
to be spread by any means possible.
Since Christ told His followers to be salt and light, then from the get go it is evident that
God wants faith to be seen so that men can be saved and He can be glorified. There is something
about seeing a baptism that is more powerful than hearing one has occurred. When Jesus saw
the widow put in her two mites He was moved in a special way that was better than receiving a
report. When a person is on the front pew crying it usually isn’t long before the rest of the
church is crying. There is a reason why faith is to be shared and witnessed and experienced.
When we are in the presence of something that transcends our temporal surroundings we begin
to see more clearly ourselves through eyes of faith.
Our Savior did not intend for us to shine our lights, but he did expect for His light to shine
through us. We are to continue to pray in closets, give what nobody else sees, and do every good
work as to the Lord and not to men. But it is not wrong to show our faith to the world.
Christianity is dying and false world religions are spreading because the lie is now bold while the
truth has vacated into the shadows. Tolerance of every evil is being shouted while anything in
the name of Christ or God or the church is being ridiculed. The devil has things right where he
wants them. It is cool to be different as long as different has nothing to do with heavenly
ordinances or moral absolutes.
So what are Christians to do? How do we continue to proclaim the best news the world
has ever known or will ever know without being touted as haters? The answer is found when we
look at the way that Jesus came and preached peace and changed the world. We must go about
doing good, healing those oppressed by the devil (Acts 10:38). We must speak and teach
boldly, backed by the authority that is greater than the common day religious ideology
(Matthew 7:29). We must love those in the world and love them to the very end (John 13:1).
We must pray to the Father for the strength we need to finish the task He has given us to do, that
He alone might be glorified (John 12:28).
God intended for our faith to be seen and heard (Matthew 29:19-20). We learn by a
communicated message (I Corinthians 1:21). We believe according to physical evidence
(Romans 1:20). We repent before God and men and ask for forgiveness and pray for one
another (James 5:16). We confess the good confession in the presence of many witnesses (I
Timothy 6:12). We are baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of our sins and
even the angels in heaven know about it and rejoice (Luke 15:7).
So what about faith on public display? We live in a culture that says, “No.” But in the
meantime, and for all time, there is a heavenly Witness who says, “Yes.” At the end of the day,
there will only be one Judge who will be evaluating whether or not there has been enough
evidence in us to convict us of the allegation that we are Christians.
“…nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the
earth?” Luke 8:8
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