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HOW TO KNOW WHAT GOD WANTS US TO DO

We all face important decisions.  These decisions will often have a great impact on us and our families.  It may be a question about what job to take, or where to live, or what school to attend, etc.  What should we do?  Does God offer any help or guidance in making such decisions?  We believe the answer is “yes!” How does God give this guidance?  In many ways:


Through the Word.  The vast majority of answers are here. There are positive commands that tell us what we should do.  For example, Matthew 28:19 instructs us to teach the gospel to others.  You don’t have to wonder if God wants you to speak to your neighbors about salvation.  He does, and He said so!  There are also negative commands that tell us what to avoid.  If, for instance, you are praying about whether or not you should honestly report your income taxes – save your breath! God has already given that answer (Ephesians 4:25).   Don’t be looking for additional guidance in areas where God has already said “no” or “yes.”


Through prayer.  Christians are to be consistent in prayer (I Thessalonians 5:17).  God promises to answer our prayers.  We ought to approach Him with petitions for help with our important decisions (I Peter 3:12).  If you don’t believe this will work, then don’t bother to ask! (James 1:5-7).


Through circumstances.  In the Old Testament, Joseph suffered a number of awful and unjust things.  In the end, he was wise enough to realize that God had used those circumstances to accomplish His will (Genesis 45:7-8).  Be careful here – this guidance through circumstances is sometimes hard to detect, and some are quick to jump to false conclusions.  

Through the counsel of others. The many commands that urge us to exhort and encourage our fellow Christians (Hebrews 3:13; Galatians 6:2) demonstrates that God intends for us to help one another with the difficult things in our lives.

Greg Gwinn

WHAT YOUR TONGUE SAYS


You know that every human being has a unique fingerprint, but did you realize that each person also has his or her own unique tongue print?  According to published reports, scientists have discovered that just as no two people have the same fingerprint, so each one of us can theoretically – also be identified by our own unique tongue print!


Now, the scientific report didn’t say how the researchers had convinced their subjects to lick that ink pad, and I’m certainly not going to volunteer for the research project, so I suppose I’ll just have to take their word for it.  But it did remind me of an episode that happened in my own life, many years ago.


Back in 1979, when I was attending Fuller Seminary in Pasadena, California, I experienced a toothache.  Since I didn’t know any of the local dentists, I dropped by the school’s medical office, which maintained a registry of reputable medical professionals who were willing to see students at a reduced rate.  I was referred to a Korean dentist with the assurance that she was “one of the best.”


As soon as I climbed into her chair and had settled back, the dentist abruptly ordered me to “stick out your tongue.”  Puzzled, I complied, only to be startled when she grasped my tongue and pulled it out of my mouth further than I had previously known it could stretch.  The dentist twisted and turned my poor tongue, examining it carefully.  When I finally retrieved my tongue I managed to sorely stammer: “What was that for?” “Ah,” she explained, “tongue is very important – tell all about the health of the body. Anything wrong with your body, I tell it from your tongue.”


Thankfully, I have never suffered a repetition of that experience (perhaps because I have been allergic to Korean dentists ever since), but her words have always struck me as conveying a deeper truth than she may have realized.  Jesus once said, “Out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks.  The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him” (Matthew 12:34-35).  Because our tongue SAYS what our heart THINKS, there is nothing more revealing than what we choose to talk about and how we choose to say it.


Since Jesus taught that we can be identified by our tongue – or rather, by how we use it – let’s be extra careful in the words we choose today.  Select words that are truthful (I Peter 3:10); helpful (Ephesians 4:29); calming (Proverbs 15:1); and kind (Proverbs 15:4), for these are the kind of words that bring glory to God (Colossians 4:6).


Avoid words that are untruthful (Exodus 20:16); hurtful (Proverbs 26:18-28); angry, reckless, and provoking (Proverbs 15:1) or vulgar, obscene, or irreverent (Ephesians 5:4; James 3:10-12, Exodus 20:7).  Remember: every time we speak, we’re identifying our character, our choices, and even our association with Christ! 
                                                                                                                               Dan Williams
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