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Worried You Won’t Get a Valentine?

Holidays are times that usually fill people with joy and offer an
opportunity to create memories with family, friends, and loved
ones. Sometimes, however, holidays can be difficult. For
instance, Valentine’s Day.

The number one reason some people dislike Valentine’s Day is
because of the emotional torture they experience if they are not
in a “relationship.” They feel like they are the only ones in the
world not getting flowers, candy, or a card on February 14th,
and they feel overwhelmed by waves of loneliness.

It is hard to console a person who feels this way with trite pats
on the back and promises that one day everything will be
perfect for them. Instead, it might be helpful to remind them
that God has already expressed a perfect love for us all through
His Son Jesus.

“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with
which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ” (Eph. 2:4-5). The love
God has for us is beyond anything that can be experienced from
human relationships. “Behold what manner of love the Father
has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God”
(1 John 3:1)!

People should always be hopeful for a godly spouse, and work
to develop themselves to be just that for someone else as well.
However, it is even more important to realize that God through
Christ Jesus has brought Christians into the most perfect and
fulfilling relationship possible, and any human “Valentine”
pales in comparison!
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God is Unchanging

This world is full of changes. Yet, the God who created this world does not change. The
Bible teaches that God is an eternal, timeless, changeless being. Consider the following
passages: “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should
repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it
good?” (Numbers 23:19); “For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of
Jacob are not consumed” (Malachi 3:6); “Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17).

From these passages, we learn the following about God’s nature: 1) God is not a man
and, therefore, does not change as people often do; 2) God will always keep His
promises; 3) God does not lie. Therefore, what God has said will always be true.

In view of these thoughts, there are two important points to consider:

First, since God does not change, then sinners who have not obeyed the
Gospel should think about God’s unchanging hatred of sin. God loves sinners
so much that he sent his son to die on the cross that sinners might have forgiveness. On
the other hand, God hates sin! God’s hatred of sin will not change, and God’s
requirements for salvation will not change. God requires that sinners believe in Christ
(John 8:24); repent of sins (Acts 17:30); confess faith in Christ (Romans 10:10);
and, be baptized for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 22:16). God’s requirements for
salvation will remain unchanged. On the Day of Judgment, those who have never obeyed
the gospel will face God’s unchanging hatred of sin. Since God’s nature will not change,
sinners should change and obey Christ.

Second, for those who are faithful Christians, God’s unchanging nature is
comforting. Since God does not change, then every promise he has made will be kept.
God promises to be with his children in times of trial and temptation (Hebrews 13:5-
6); forgive his people when we confess our sins (1 John 1:9); and, give eternal life to
those who are faithful (1 John 2:25).

On one hand, God’s unchanging requirements for forgiveness should prompt all to obey
the gospel. On the other hand, God’s unchanging promises offer security, hope, and
assurance to all those who obey the gospel, live for Christ, and anticipate a heavenly

home.
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