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We Ought Not Be Surprised 

How should a preacher evaluate his sermon? More 

importantly, how should he evaluate his preaching ministry? 

Hershel York, professor of preaching at a Louisville seminary 

has published a guideline to address those questions. One of his 

tools is this question: Does the sermon divide the audience? 

Solid preaching leads to some amends and some criticisms. 

When “toes are stepped on,” the heart will determine how fast 

they heal. 

Hopefully negative reactions do not come from a speaker’s 

insensitivity or arrogance or caustic judgments. However, the 

truth spoken in love will result in some enemies. Jesus warned 

His disciples in Luke 6:26, “Woe to you when all men speak well 

of you, for their fathers used to treat the false prophets the same 

way.” 

l believe this principle is true in the arena of life as much 

as it is in the Sunday pulpit. As we live our Christian lives, letting 

our light shine may rankle a few folks. Taking a moral stand 

might cost a job, and Christian values may create some hostile 

family tension. Again Jesus warned, “Do not think that I came to 

bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a 

sword. A man’s enemies will be the members of his household” 

(Matt. 10:34,36). 

Just like you, I want to have friends and be liked by the 

folks in my life. l want those who hear my sermons and observe 

my actions to think positively about my efforts. However, 

watering down the truth reduces us to hypocrites and poisons 

those who need the truth. 

Don Loftis 

 



Do You Really Show Compassion? 

Many times, I will hear a person say, “I really feel sorry for them” when 
hearing about someone else’s difficult situation. We may label such feelings as 
compassionate, because many dictionaries define compassion something along the 
line of “Sympathetic pity and concern for the sufferings and misfortunes of others” 
(Oxford English Dictionary). But is that all compassion really is? 

Jesus was the king of compassion and as such, knew all about how 
compassion truly is to work in one’s life (cf. Matt. 14:14; 20:34; Mark 1:41; 
6:34; Luke 7:13-14). In teaching about this in Luke 10, Jesus tells a very familiar 
story – the Parable of the Good Samaritan. As we know, Jesus told about a certain 
Jew who fell among thieves, was beaten, and left for dead. We also know how a 
priest and Levite came and passed by on the other side. Let’s pick up the account 
there: 

“But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he 
saw him, he had compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two 
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and 
whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you’” (Luke 10:33-
35). 

From these three verses, we can see three things that true compassion consists 
of:   

True compassion feels something (v.33). The NAS version says in this 
verse that “he felt compassion.” Truly he felt sorry for the beaten man. It pained 
him inside to see this situation. True compassion causes our hearts to hurt when 
others are hurting. 

True compassion does something (v.34). Notice that he didn’t stop with 
his feelings alone – they motivated him to render assistance. He felt an obligation 
to help, regardless of the risk. True compassion compels us to action. 

True compassion costs something (v.35). This compassionate 
Samaritan, in addition to all the help he had already given, gave up two days’ wages 
to house the wounded man – and was even willing to pay more, if needed. Money is 
no object where true compassion is concerned. True compassion motivates us to 
utilize our resources. 

How compassionate are you?                                                                       Edd Sterchi 



 


