
    

A Nation Wounded 

     It seems our nation is wounded, and respect for the views of 

others and the Constitution has left us uncertain and in chaos. We 

do not know what might happen in days to come. We have no 

regard for mob behavior and despise violence. Uncontained 

violence has reared its ugly head for a year.  

     It appears one party has taken control of the executive and 

legislative branches. They will likely lead this nation into what the 

other party considers unacceptable change. This may cause more 

challenges to a united nation. 

    America lost sight of God and Christ, and the irreligious began 

to speak out unrestricted. 

     America lost sight of morality and permitted the loss of 

millions of the unborn. They redefined marriage and gender. They 

threw out the notion of absolutes, and made truth relative and 

subjective. 

     In recent years many in America sold out truth and common 

sense for a selective collection of gripes that often are more 

imagined than real. 

None of this is accidental. Our enemies with the craftiness of 

Satan himself plotted and planned to rob us of our godly values 

and replace them with a vindictive victimhood. Citing love as an 

excuse for evil, believing love justifies evil, our culture refused 

God’s definition of morality and love. 

     If America is not dead, it is more than a little sick. Till the true 

faith found in God’s holy Word is respected, America will not heal. 

There are still some who are righteous, and we hope and fervently 

pray their voices can speak God’s truth unhindered. 
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To The End 
I was looking at a display in a Civil War Museum when I noticed an old letter. A Confederate 

soldier wrote the letter to his wife in August 1864. He mentioned some interesting things 

about the war and the times, but what really impressed me was how he closed the letter. I 

expected to see “Affectionately yours” or “With love” just before his signature. These words 

are meaningful and they would certainly have been appropriate. But this soldier looked at 

his marriage in a way that is rare today. He closed the letter with these words: “Your 

husband until death.” These were not empty words. Miles away from his mate, he died of 

pneumonia in December of that year. 

How many married men see themselves as “husbands until death”? How many married 

women look at their husbands as lifelong mates? Marriage vows have traditionally included 

the words “till death do we part,” but some vows intentionally avoid mentioning that 

marriage is a lifetime covenant. Many look at marriage as a trial relationship instead of a 

permanent arrangement. “Till we get tired of each other and decide to part” has taken the 

place of “till death do we part.” 

God made us and gave us marriage. Marriage is His idea, not ours. He alone has the right 

to say what it is, who is in it, and how long it lasts. The law of God is clear on this last point: 

“For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he 

liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband” (Romans 

7:2). 

“The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, 

she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:39). 

Jesus did say that a man may end his marriage and many another if his wife is guilty of 

fornication (Matt. 19:9). That is the exception. The basic law of the Bible is that marriage 

is for life. 

It is good for a young man to charm his bride, but he must do more than this. He must 

commit to be her husband until death. It is good for a young woman to want to please her 

husband, but she must do more. She must resolve to be his wife until death. The love that 

holds two people together through hard times is not some passing feeling. It is a decision. 

It is a commitment. It is a matter of integrity and loyalty that surpasses the issue of personal 

happiness. 

A soldier long since dead preached a great sermon in these touching words. May every 

married person reading these words keep this same attitude. 
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