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PAUL WAS…ARE YOU?

Paul was the man Jesus chose to go to the Gentiles and peach the gospel (Acts 9:15; Romans 11:13).  Once fully converted and committed, Paul accomplished the Lord’s will admirably (II Timothy 4:7). In three successive verses in the first chapter of Romans, Paul records the formula for preparing ourselves to follow his example, as he followed Christ in seeking and saving the lost (cf. I Corinthians 11:1; Luke 19:10).  Notice for example…


“I am a debtor” (Romans 1:14).  Paul knew that he was under obligation to preach to the Gentiles. It was not an option for Paul to preach – it was mandatory.  Should it be any less for us?  We are a part of the Great Commission which binds us to “preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15), and follow up by “teaching them to observe” the things that Christ commanded (Matthew 28:20).  Do you feel an obligation to mention Jesus to others?


“I am ready” (Romans 1:15).  Paul was well prepared to present the gospel to the lost.  No matter what lay ahead, he knew that he would be able to handle it, because he was equipped with the knowledge of the Lord’s will.  How about us?  Do we study the Scriptures so that we can properly present the truth of God’s Word to others?  Are you ready, willing, and able to present the facts of the gospel to your friends, family, and neighbors (I Peter 3:15)?

“I am not ashamed” (Romans 1:16).  Paul unapologetically and unabashedly told others about the saving grace of God.  Paul’s gospel conviction was such that mentioning it to others never embarrassed him.  Sadly, many today cower in fear at the thought of mentioning Bible truths to others.  Are you as bold and courageous as the lion-hearted Paul in proclaiming the good news about Jesus Christ (II Timothy 1:18).

Paul was very successful using these as the basis of his motivation for spreading the gospel.  And if you think about it, it will still work for us.  If we would just realize that this is something that Christ wants us to do (I am a debtor), and if we are truly prepared to do it (I am ready), then we will not have any problem going out and mentioning the gospel to others (I am not ashamed).

Edd Sterchi
UNDERSTANDING THE SOIL


The truth of matter is that the only way to build up the church is to actively reach out – in word and deed – to the people that God places in our lives.  While understanding the mission itself is not difficult, the reality is that seeking after the lost, the primary mission of the church, is an endeavor that is filled with many difficult questions.  Why are some more receptive to the gospel of redemption than others?  Why are some of those so initially receptive of the gospel also the fastest to fall away?  Why are there some Christians that just never seem to mature in their faith?  And most importantly; what is the best way for the church today to reach out in fulfillment of the mission to “make disciples of all nations?”


One of the most important KEYS to reaching the lost is for us to understand the nature of the hearts we are planting the seed of the gospel in.  It is the failure to consider this information that inevitably leads to some of our greatest frustrations in the evangelistic process. If we first take the time to do a little soil analysis it will accomplish two important things.  First, it will keep us from getting too discouraged when we are unsuccessful in reaching others.  Second, it will show us what kind of preparation the soil needs before we plant the seed to begin with.


In the Parable of the Sower/Soils (Matthew 13:1-8; 18-23) Jesus reveals that there are 4 basic soils/hearts into which the gospel seed can be sown.  In reality, although it is often referred to as the Parable of the Sower, the parable is actually less about the sower of the seed than it is about the soil or heart into which the seed is sown.  It is by understanding the nature of the soil/heart into which we are planting – who they are, where they are from and what their life experiences are – that we gain valuable insight into how best to reach that person.

With this in mind, Jesus again, says that there are four types of spiritual soils/hearts.  There is first the Hard Heart which is represented by the wayside in this parable.  This refers to the individual who, for whatever reason, is biased against the message of the gospel and the seed does not therefore penetrate their hearts and minds.  This kind of person will be the hardest to reach and will require a lot of softening of the soil/heart first.  Next there is the Shallow Heart represented by the stony places.  This refers to the individual who initially gets very excited about the gospel and then because of the adversities of life, their faith having no foundation, quickly dries up and withers away. Next, Jesus speaks of the Distracted Heart represented by the seed that fell among the thorns.  This speaks of the individual who receives the message, responds with joy and even is fruitful for a while. And then it happens, they allow the “cares of this world and deceitfulness of riches” to crowd into their lives, and as a tragic result, their fruitfulness is lost.  Finally, Jesus speaks of the Fruitful Heart represented by the good ground.  This speaks of the individual who understands the Word, applied it to their lives and as a result brought forth fruit in keeping with their abilities and opportunities.

This parable ought to cause us to do two things.  First, it should cause us to examine the kind of lives that our fruitfulness would be described by.  Second, it should give us information concerning those that we seek to share the message with.  The parable doesn’t encourage us to avoid any type of soil but it does encourage us to examine the soil first before planting the seed.                                                                              Brian Mitchell
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