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SNOW BOUND 
 

 December 14, 2016, in Albany, Oregon, a homeowner 
went outside after a winter storm to an unwelcome surprise.  
Lying on his driveway, was a fellow whose description 
sounded a lot like me.  He was about my height and weight 
and age.  He even had a beard like mine.  He had some cash 
on him but no I.D. 
 
 The fellow was dead.  A layer of snow and ice covered 
him.  There were no signs of foul play.  He just died…in a 
stranger’s driveway. 
 
 There was no abandoned car nearby and no one 
seemed to know who he was or why he was in the 
neighborhood.  Was he lost? Was he looking for a warm 
place to stay? Was he just out for a stroll and the cold 
overtook him? 
 
 The fact is, life is fleeting.  The Bible says: “You are a 
mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes” 
(James 4:14b).  None of us know when we will step into 
eternity. The big question is …where will you spend that 
eternity? 
 
 Consider these verses from the Bible: 
  
 “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation.” (II Corinthians 6:2b). 
 
 “redeeming the time, because the days are evil…” 
(Ephesians 5:16). 
 
 “Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found 
faithful” (I Corinthians 4:2). 

 
By Larry Fitzgerald, revised 



THE POWER OF GOD’S WORD 
 
 How often have you been sitting in a worship assembly and listening to 
the sermon when suddenly a point that is being made from the Bible makes 
you wonder, “How did he know?”  Something was said that really hit home.  
You are struggling with a temptation, a difficulty, or a Bible question and it 
was addressed as though the preacher was talking to you!  But the preacher 
had no way of knowing about it.  That has happened to this writer both as a 
listener and as a preacher, time and time again.  That is a demonstration of the 
power of God’s word! 
 
 The Bible, when preached, taught or read, has the ability to address the 
deep thoughts, struggles and guilt in an individual’s heart for “the word of 
God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).  
 
 The Bible, when preached, taught or read, will help us in our everyday 
lives with very practical matters.  God’s word is not some antiquated book. 
What to do about some conflict with another? How to overcome some 
temptation in the workplace? Is there a way to put my priorities in order when 
life is chaotic and out of control? “O Lord, I know that the way of man is not 
in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jeremiah 
10:23). 
 
 The Bible, when preached, taught or read, has the ability to make us 
better people, a blessed people, a heaven bound people.  “According as His 
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of Him that hath called us to glory and 
virtue”   (II Peter 1:3).  How God’s word affects us, however, is really up to 
us as hearers and doers. 
 
 So don’t think too highly of the preacher if he said something that really 
helped, or blame the preacher if he said something that seemed too direct, for 
the power is in God’s word. If what was said was applicable he was talking to 
you, but if it was not, he was talking to someone else. 
 

By Brent Smith 


