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ARE YOU WISE?

Where is the wise? Where is the scribes? Where is the disputer of this world? Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God. It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. (I Corinthians 1:20-24).


We live in a day and age when ungodly men and women try to minimize the wisdom of God.  We have those who have a new idea on how the Lord’s church should function. This effort is designed by the devil or his angels. The Holy Bible teaches us that the time would come when men would not endure sound doctrine, and that time is here.  God has a prescription for the unbeliever, a dose of His word.


What I like about God is He has the first word and the last word.  God said, “I am Alpha and Omega.”  The church will always belong to Jesus and it will never be left up to men because men could not and did not die for her nor did men purchase the Church with blood; Jesus did. (Acts 20:28)  He put all things under His feet,  and gave Him to be the head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” (Ephesians 1:22-23).  The wise man knows God’s Word can be trusted and His truth cannot be changed, so we must conform to His way and not our way.  “Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let him show by good conduct that his work is done in the meekness of wisdom.”  James teaches us there are two kinds of wisdom.  One is from heaven and the other is from hell.  The question is “Are you wise?”
James Wilson, Jr.
HUNGRY?  REALLY?

“The full soul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet” (Proverbs 27:7).  When you are full you don’t want anything else to eat.  Even a delicious dessert has no appeal.  If you are really hungry, however, you will eat what you can even if it is something you normally dislike.  The need for food is stronger than the desire to please the taste buds.  There are people in other countries who would gladly feast on foods we think are beneath us.  We are hard to please because we have so much.


This proverb is a good illustration of the attitude people have toward the Word of God.  Some have the mindset of a full soul.  They think they are full of the Word. They think they know all they need to know about God and the Bible. The truth is that they are often more full of the world than they realize and that is curbing their appetite for spiritual things.  As a result, they don’t enjoy studying the Bible like they once did.  They don’t delight in praying, singing, and hearing gospel preaching like they did when they were baptized.  Going to hear a preacher who really knows the bible and has great ability to communicate it has no more appeal to them than offering them a gourmet cake when they are stuffed.


There are Christians that have little appetite for spiritual things.  The church at Laodicea had this attitude: “I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing” (Revelation 3:17).  The writer of Hebrews had many wonderful spiritual feasts to offer, but his readers were “dull of hearing” (Hebrews 5:11).  This was the mindset of Israel of old: “I have written to him the great things of my law, but they were counted as a strange thing” (Hosea 8:12).


On the other hand, there are people who are glad to get any bit of spiritual nourishment regardless of how small it might seem.  They don’t care about how fancy the church building is or how much entertainment is offered.  They don’t demand a dynamic preacher and state-of-the-art audio and visual equipment.  They don’t complain because someone fails to speak to them after a service.  They are just thankful to hear the Truth.  They truly hunger and thirst after righteousness (Matthew 5:6).


When Christians have this appetite for the Truth, they don’t have to be lured blindfolded to a Bible study.  They will be anxious for it.  The elders won’t have to beat them over the head or figure out some way to get them involved.  You don’t have to beg a starving man to eat a plate of food.
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