 [image: image1.jpg]



THE FAITH OF 
A GRECIAN MOTHER

There’s an interesting story recorded in Matthew and Mark’s gospel about a Grecian mother who sought help from the Lord on behalf of her demon-possessed daughter (Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30). Jesus wearied from His labors, sought a little privacy; yet, He was unable to go unnoticed.  Once finding Him, she fell at His feet and continued to ask Him to cast the demon out of her daughter.  At first glance, it appears as though Jesus is  unconcerned about her troubles. He says to her, “Let the children be filled first, for it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs” (Mark 7:27).  We must keep in mind that this woman was not a Jew but a Greek.  The Gentiles were often referred to as dogs, and the point that Jesus was making to her was that the Gospel  was offered first to the Jews and then to the Greeks (Acts 1:8; Romans 1:16).  What He meant was that it did not comport with the design of His personal ministry to apply benefits intended for the Jews to others.  It is obvious that He is putting her faith to the test.  Her rely? “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under the table eat from the children’s crumbs” (Mark 7:28).  What remarkable humility and faith!  And because of that, Jesus healed her daughter.

I know of no mother who would deliberately refuse to find help for her ailing child.  Most mothers would do whatever was necessary to see their child receive proper treatment.  It’s certainly easy for us to understand that from a physical perspective.  But what about spiritually?  What lengths are we as parents willing to go through so as to provide our children with proper spiritual aid?  It all begins with our willingness to humble ourselves, and, by faith, seek Him.
Terry R. Townsend

THE HOME IN CRISIS
Dennis Gulledge

You have heard the old adage, “As goes the home, so goes the nation.”  This is a truism that is understood by Christian and non-Christian alike.  Solomon said, “Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.” (Proverbs 14:34).


We live in an especially critical time for the home and family.  Society seems bent on dismantling, destroying, and redefining the home as we know it.  Should we care?  We didn’t just wake up yesterday and find the home in crisis.  Since the sexual revolution of the 1960’s a new world view has emerged telling people that they are better off with no restrictions on their behavior.  This world view is at the heart of Supreme Court decisions.  Roe vs. Wade is about more than abortion – it’s the idea that we can do what we want with no strings attached.  Lawrence vs. Texas (2003) said that homosexual conduct cannot be restricted by law.


The home begins with the joining together of a man and a woman in marriage (Genesis 2:18-25).  Jesus repeated this divine plan for the home in Matthew 19:4-6.  We are hearing a lot these days about “same sex” marriages.  Marriage may mean nothing more than “an intimate or close union” (Webster).  By this definition same sex marriage might be allowed. In this connection Barbara Streisand recently said, “When two people form a deep bond there is usually a soul connection and the soul has no gender.” But, GOD (not Streisand or Webster) is our moral and spiritual governor.

The marital bond is basically (not solely) for the purpose of procreation (Genesis 1:28). Apparently homosexual and lesbian couples seek to fulfill this basic need by adopting children.  Homosexual “marriage” is therefore an oxymoron – no such thing in the eyes of God.  Cultures have degenerated in the past, but not like the current American scene.  Ancient Greece and Rome, at their worst, never legalized sodomy.  No Western civilization prior to today ever recognized it. But, currently in this country it is being decided that homosexual couples have a right to marry.


Why are we seeing the push to legalize homosexual unions?  Basically, it is so that these people can feel good about their immoral behavior (Romans 1:26-32).  Their wish is to have the law on their side saying, “You can’t legislate morality,” and that only bigotry and hatred would raise a voice against it.


The only aspect of God’s creation that was “not good” was man alone (Genesis 2:18).  Adam was not incomplete simply because he lacked human companionship. He lacked female human companionship (Genesis 2:9-23).  The Word of God categorically condemns homosexual behavior, period (Leviticus 18:22; Romans 1:26-32; I Corinthians 6:9-10).  What was sin 2000 years ago remains sin today!  All the toleration, laws, declarations, sitcoms, celebrities, music, movies, and news stories promoting it will not make it any less wrong.
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