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WALKING WHERE IT’S 

UNCOMFORTABLE 
 

 Sometimes it’s good for us to walk where we are 
not comfortable. 
 Comfort is, maybe, difficult to define. It is generally 
the feeling we have when we know the people around us, 
are familiar with the place we are, and know pretty well 
what’s going to happen next. 
 On the other hand, discomfort is that feeling when 
we don’t know the people, the place, or what to expect.  
We would all rather be comfortable. 
 As followers of Jesus we need to walk where it isn’t 
so comfortable.  It isn’t comfortable to stand beside 
someone’s hospital bed, but Jesus needs to be there.  It 
isn’t comfortable to go to the home of someone who has 
recently died, but Jesus needs to be there. It isn’t 
comfortable to go to someone who is in distress because 
of a rocky marriage, a wayward child, or a moral 
violation, but Jesus needs to be in all these places.  So 
He sends us. 
 We are the ones who go, not seeking comfort, but 
giving it.  We are the ones who are to stand in the 
presence of difficulty so that God will be remembered 
there.  We are the ones who are to be more concerned 
with the wellbeing of others than we are about our own 
comfort level. 
 And, truly, this is one of the ways He leads us to 
greater adventure.  Because of Him we end up going 
places we would never have dreamed of going, doing 
things we would never have dreamed of doing, and 
changing the lives of people we would never have met. 
God has a way of providing what people need, and often, 
they need us.                                                         Pat Peters                                                                                                                             

 



DO ALL DOGS REALLY GO TO HEAVEN? 

 
 Every year on October 4, a growing number of churches involve themselves in a 
“blessing of the animals” service.  This “blessing of the animals” is rooted in The 
Roman Catholic Church as a part of observing “Saint Francis of Assisi Day.”  However, 
in more recent times, more and more protestant churches have picked up the practice 
of “blessing their pets.” 
 Just today, an announcement of one such “animal blessing” crossed my desk and 
it stated that “Pastor Tim” would bless your pets if you bring them to church with you 
on Sunday.  And, if your pet has died, if you will bring a picture of the deceased pet, he 
will also bless your dead pets as well. 
 Of course, there is much that could be said about this, but I want to restrict my 
comments to this question, “Do animals go to Heaven when they die?”  Here are a few 
considerations. 
 It was man who was made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26), and the rest of 
God’s creation was contrasted with the creation of man.   Man differs from the rest of 
God’s creation in that he has been given an undying spirit that returns to God upon 
death (Acts 7:59).  When an animal dies, there is no immortal part that survives the 
death of its body. 
 Think of the implications. When asking the question, we typically have in mind 
our lovable pets, but does God only give “pets” immortality, or does he give all animals 
immortality?  If the former, what scripture teaches this, and if the later, then all the 
mosquitoes, flies, leeches, and maggots that have ever lived, from the time of Adam till 
now, will be joining us in Heaven as well.  That’s just not what people are usually 
thinking about when they affirm animals will join us in Heaven but that’s the logical 
end.       
 More implications.  If both men and animals are immortal, then why is man not 
allowed to kill his fellow-man (Exodus 20:13; Matthew 5:21-22), but he is 
commanded to rise, kill, and eat animals (Acts 10:13).  Surely it is because man and 
animals are different.  Man was created in the image of God, and animals were not. 
 Friends, Heaven is a place of reward for faithful living (Matthew 5:12).   It is a 
place of redemption for “just men made perfect” (Hebrews 12:23-24). 
Consequently, animals don’t qualify. Animals do not possess the ability to comprehend 
morality, and if they do, well….does that mean some animals will be in Hell as well? 
 Personally, I’m an animal lover, and I’m thankful to God for creating animals, 
especially pets, to be our companions while we live on the earth.  I’ve also suffered at 
the loss of several of my pets and know the hurt that can be associated with that.  But 
as for any hope of seeing them again in Heaven, the Bible, which is the only source of 
information we have about Heaven, provides no evidence that animals will live 
forever, let alone, live in Heaven with us forever. 
 

Steve Higginbotham                                                                                                                             


