
   

Mirror, Mirror On the Wall 
The story is told of a missionary who once visited a very primitive 

tribe of people. These people had very little contact with the outside 

world, and they were totally unfamiliar with many things we take for 

granted. One of the things they had never before seen was a mirror. 

The only way they knew what they looked like was the very poor 

reflection one can sometimes see in the water. One day, the 

missionary hung a mirror on a tree. The tribe’s chief happened to 

walk past the mirror, so he stopped, stood there, and looked at it for 

quite some time. Then he walked directly to the missionary and 

asked him to explain. The missionary explained what a mirror was 

and that it was a reflection of what he looked like. The chief promptly 

walked back to the mirror, took it off the tree, and smashed it on the 

ground. The missionary asked him why he broke the mirror to which 

the chief replied, “Because the face that was being reflected was 

ugly.”  

 

When I heard that story, I couldn’t help but think that in spite of all 

our sophistication, we still behave quite primitively at times. God’s 

word functions as a mirror to our soul. We can look at it and learn 

exactly what we look like to God and others. Sometimes, the 

reflection is not very flattering. So we’re left with a choice. Do we try 

to destroy the mirror? Do we refuse to look in the mirror again? Or 

do we do what we can to improve the way we look? I know what the 

tribal chief did, but what do you do? Give it some thought. 

 

“For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer; he is like a 

man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he observes 

himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he 

was. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues 

in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one 

will be blessed in what he does” (James 1:23-25). 
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Growing in Faith 
Have you wondered why we have Bible Classes each Sunday and Wednesday evening? Or why 

preaching of the Word of God is so essential to our Sunday worship? Or why the Lord 

encourages us to read and study the Bible daily (Psa. 1:2)? It is because Bible study is a faith 

growing event. Rom 10:17, States, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 

word of Christ.” 

If the “hearing,” that is getting the word of Christ into our heads and acting positively upon it, 

produces faith; shouldn’t the Christian be more diligent with spending time with God and His 

word? Who reading this article can say they have enough faith? Isn’t our faith being challenged 

each and every day? Are we not bombarded by sin and “hearing” things that do not produce 

faith? 

Ephesians 6:16 reminds, “In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you 

can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one.” Notice again how essential faith is, not 

only does God’s word produce faith, but it helps us overcome our sin! 

Seeing how necessary growing our faith is; why would we as a Christian want to neglect an 

opportunity to spend time reading and studying God’s word? Why do we let the TV, ball games, 

or other self-interest prevent us from daily Bible study and the services of the church? Are 

these things more important than spending time with the Almighty? Can the TV help us get to 

Heaven? Can sports draw us closer to God and help us grow our faith? Can anything else 

whether it be jobs, family, hobbies, or other self-interest help us deepen our relationship with 

God, like the word of Christ? 

How important is growing our faith to us? What are we spending more time with, things of 

this world or the things of God? What are we willing to do, sacrifice, or even give up to develop 

a stronger faith in Christ? 

I wonder how do we compare to William McPherson? A dynamite charge blew up in his face. 

Damage was severe. He lost his hands. Part of his face was left numb. Realizing how much the 

Bible meant to him, he set out to find a way he could read it. Without hands he tried to use his 

lips to read Braille, but numbness made that impossible. He discovered he could use his tongue 

to decipher the Moon Type system of dashes. This method left his tongue bleeding and very 

sore, but he kept at it. Gradually it became easier and he learned to read. In sixty-five years he 

was able to read the Bible through four times with his tongue!. 

The story of William McPherson makes it clear that we do what we want to do. The one who 

will not read, or study the Bible, and does not come to the services of the church has no 

advantage over the one who cannot read, or at least in the traditional way at Mr. McPherson 

illustrated. Think about it! 
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