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HESITATION WILL KEEP MANY
OUT OF HEAVEN
“Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou
persuadest me to be a Christian” (Acts 26:28).
Far too many find themselves in the position of
Agrippa. They know what they should do, but they
hesitate. Hesitation will keep many out of Heaven.
Paul’s response to the king was reasonable and
passionate. “I would to God, that not only thou, but
also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and
altogether such as I am, except these bonds” (Acts
26:29).
In my youth, a fine man would drive down the
mountain, deposit his wife in our church parking lot so
she could worship God with the saints, and then he
would drive off. Like clockwork, he would return to the
parking lot to pick her up. We all worried that he would
die lost. Her faithfulness finally won out! He began
staying for the worship service, and eventually obeyed
the Gospel! He died a faithful Christian, with all the
promises that come with being washed in Jesus’ blood!
Sadly, many wait too long and life gives way to
death. Good intentions can’t save. Our actions will
determine our eternal destiny (II Corinthians 5:10).
Friend, please don’t end up in a Christ-less grave
and Devil’s hell. Obey the gospel now. Repent of
backsliding now.
Today is the day of salvation,
tomorrow may be too late.
Michael Gilbert

PAYBACK
I believe one of the hardest lessons for a child to learn growing up is
not to return evil for evil. For example, when one child pushes another, the
response is typically for the other child to push back in return. As a child
growing up, I had an older sister I felt would do mean things to me. She
would do things that would antagonize and aggravate me. When I would go
to do something in return to her, I would always get in trouble. My mom
would always punish me for getting payback on her for something she had
done.
We often here the words “I will get you back” when someone has
angered, embarrassed, or cheated us. It doesn’t matter the age of the
person, as a human our first reaction seems to be to want to return evil for
evil. When someone hits us, we want to hit back. When someone takes
something, we want to take back. When someone lies, we want to lie and
distrust in return. Human nature seems to counter what Scripture says
about payback.
“Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable
in the sight of all” (Romans 12:17).
“But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you” (Matthew 5:44).
God’s Word states we should not be repaying evil with evil. We should be
repaying evil acts with acts of kindness and love. You may be saying “But
that is really hard to do!” I agree with you, but that is where Matthew 5:44
sheds some light. The key words being love and pray.
If we truly love those around us and we pray for them, it makes
returning kind deeds to those doing evil much easier. Have you ever tried
being mad at someone or doing something bad to someone after you have
prayed for them? If you haven’t, then I challenge you to pray for them and
see if that changes your feeling or attitude toward them. Returning
goodness and love to those that harm, cheat, etc., is the Christ-like
response. How are you responding?
Nick Pace

