
   

The Other Person That Heard the Sermon 

In Acts 24 we read of a sermon that was delivered to Felix: “But 
some days later Felix arrived with Drusilla, his wife who was a 
Jewess, and sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in 
Christ Jesus. But as he was discussing righteousness, self-control 
and the judgment to come, Felix became frightened and said, “Go 
away for the present, and when I find time I will summon you” 
(Acts 24:24-25). 

Although Felix was just looking for a payday (vs 26) this sermon 
seemed to have an effect on him. It probably bothered him since 
Felix didn’t have much self-control and wouldn’t seemly fare well 
in the judgment to come. Felix was there with his third wife 
Drusilla, a woman he had seduced away from her first husband. 
These convoluted marriages seem to be all the rage in these ruling 
circles (Mark 6:17), but the truth Paul preached didn’t jibe with 
this type lifestyle. So Felix sent him away for a more convenient 
time. We don’t know if Felix found time to obey the Gospel. We 
do however know Drusilla didn’t have the time. 

In a few years after this, history tells us about Drusilla’s death. She 
and the son she had by Felix fell victim to the eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius in Pompeii. As you may know the sudden erupt caught 
the people unaware many frozen in time by the lava that claimed 
their lives. 

We often think about how Felix putting off the response to Biblical 
teaching cost him, but it also cost those with him. His wife, one 
that should have been well acquainted with the God of the Jews, 
was there when the message was put on hold. It might have been 
the last chance for her to do something about her eternal fate. 

Our response, or lack thereof, to the Gospel, doesn’t just affect us. 
It will shape the destinies of our spouses or children and our 
grandchildren. Don’t wait to obey; even it is hard, even if it scares 
us. The best time to respond is now! 
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You Have Need of Endurance 

    To Christians who were beginning to drift away, the writer of Hebrews said, “Therefore do not 

cast away your confidence, which has great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that after 

you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise.” (Hebrews 10:35, 36) The Christian 

life has been compared to a long distance race (Hebrews 12:1, 2). Because this race is for a lifetime 

we must “. . .run with endurance the race that is set before us.” (Hebrews 12:1) 

    There are some Christians who seem to think this marathon run is a one hundred meter sprint. 

They are active, zealous and energetic in the service of the Lord for just a short period of time. When 

it becomes difficult to remain in the Christian race, these sprinters fall out. They are like the rocky 

soil in the parable of the seed (Luke 8:13). The roots of truth and dedication did not run deep 

enough, which left the plant susceptible to destruction when conditions worsened. Christians have 

been prepared to run the race even when things become difficult. We must understand that being a 

Christian will not always be easy. We must be ready to push on no matter what may come our way. 

    Other Christians seem to have forgotten that this Christian race is a marathon race to the end of 

life, also. While they don’t see it as a sprint, they view it as a middle distance race. Maybe they think 

the race is only 1600 meters when in reality it is twenty-seven miles. It is easy for Christians to 

begin dropping out of the race when life becomes too busy. It is easy for Christians to begin to huff 

and puff and struggle when they begin to devote themselves to the riches and pleasures of life. These 

Christians are like the seed that had good, strong roots, but were choked out by the thorns (Luke 

8:14). These thorns are the “cares, riches, and pleasures of life.” (Luke 8:14) 

    The Christians addressed by the book of Hebrews were those who had shown themselves to be 

very strong and dedicated at one point in their lives (Hebrews 10:32-34). However, time had taken 

its toll upon the church and Christians began to slip away (Hebrews 2:1-3; 3:13). They were not 

prepared for a long distance run. They had not dedicated themselves to run the race throughout the 

rest of their lives no matter how long and how difficult the race might have become. The writer of 

Hebrews, acting like their coach, told them about men and women in the past who had run long 

distances for the Lord despite much difficulties (Hebrews 11). Those who had run the race in the 

past are now figuratively cheering Christians on as we run the race (Hebrews 12:1). 

    I hope you are in the race to win. I hope you are in the race to complete the distance. If you don’t 

complete the distance you may as well have never started. When your spiritual legs are weary, when 

your spiritual heart is aching, when your spiritual lungs are heaving, and when your spiritual feet 

are tired, keep running. Don’t look back. Just keep running. Don’t give up. Just keep running. “For 

you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the 

promise.” (Hebrews 10:36)  

Kevin V. Rutherford 
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