
   

Recommending the Great Physician 

A critical Pharisee once asked why Jesus ate with tax collectors 

and sinners. The Bible says, “When Jesus heard that, He said to 

them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 

who are sick’” (Matthew 9:12). When we are sick, it is to our 

great benefit to see a physician. This trained professional will look 

at our symptoms, diagnose our issues, and prescribe a course of 

action that will put us on the road to recovery. If we wish to be 

cured, we will take the prescription. What would we think of 

someone who said, “Don’t go to the doctor! Stay sick! Waste 

away with your disease!” We would rightly regard them as kooks. 

Yet, this is exactly what this Pharisee was advocating on a spiritual 

level. 

Many take physical illness so seriously. They will spend their 

livelihood (and the livelihood of others) on treatments of one kind 

or another in order to be well. When it comes to spiritual matters, 

however, they are not willing to lift a finger to aid their fellow. 

Many simply do not know the sickness they possess, and it is the 

malignancy that goes undetected that deals the greatest damage 

and death. Would we refuse someone an opportunity to screen 

themselves from such a malignancy? Do we reflect the attitude of 

this Pharisee? Physical diseases may or may not be cured, but 

there is a sure cure for spiritual sickness—Jesus. He is the great 

physician, and we need to be directing the spiritually sick toward 

him. How do we do this? Invite them to worship with us. Give 

them a tract or DVD. Put them on our bulletin mailing list. There 

are many ways that we can encourage the spiritually sick to 

receive treatment. Let’s be like Jesus, not the Pharisee. 
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H.O.P.E.S 
One of the great needs of the church today is for our members to be more evangelistic. 
We have more people living in our world today and yet fewer people becoming 
Christians and being involved in the life of the church. There are people all around us, 
we have neighbors, co-workers, family, and friends who are not Christians. Most of us 
talk with these people every day, yet when was the last time we had a spiritual 
conversation with them? Talking about God, Christ, the church, and the Bible can be 
challenging even awkward, especially if we are not in the habit of talking about our faith. 
So how can we take our daily conversations with our friends from everyday concerns to 
a spiritual discussion? The following is a helpful acronym that may be able to help us. 
When you are talking with someone think of the word H.O.P.E.S.  

 – Home. Talk to your friends about their family, their children, 
grandchildren, and the places they have lived; share this information about 
yourself with them as well. Show them that you are genuinely concerned and 

interested in their family and their home.  

 – Occupation. Talk to your friends about their job, what they do for a living, 
how their day at work went. If they have served in the military or went to college, 
ask them about their experience. Share your work and life experiences with 

them too.  

 – Preferences. Talk to your friends about their likes and dislikes, foods they 
like or dislike to eat, restaurants they may like to go to or want to avoid. Ask them 
about the type of car they like to drive, or their favorite holiday. Share your likes 

and dislikes with them also.  

 – Entertainment. Talk to your friends about their hobbies, places they like to 
go on vacation, ask them to share their vacation memories, and talk about what 
they like to do when they have a day off. Share your common interests and things 

that you like to do for entertainment as well.  

 – Story. Talk to your friends about their religious beliefs, talk about where they 
grew up going to church, or if they ever went to church. Ask them if they ever have 
become a Christian, ask them how they became a Christian or why they are not a 

Christian. Have them share their faith and religious story with you. And then as you 
listen to their story, ask them if you can share how you became a Christian, and why you 
believe what you believe. Point them to the scriptures and use this opportunity to set up 
a Bible study with them and invite them to come to worship services with you.  

The next time you are talking to a friend, remember H.O.P.E.S. and may we each realize 
the urgency in bringing our lost friends to Christ.  

“And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who 
turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever” (Dan. 12:3). 
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