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ACCEPTABLE DEFECTS 
 
 The following “true story” speaks a lot about the 
quality of Japanese products and their quality standards.  
Supposedly, they’re still laughing about this at IBM. 
  

 It seems the computer giant decided to have some 
parts manufactured in Japan as a trial project. 
  

 In the specifications, they set out that they will accept 
three defective parts per 10,000. 
 

 When the delivery came in, there was an 
accompanying letter:  “We, Japanese people, had a hard 
time understanding North American business practices. But 
the three defective parts per 10,000 have been separately 
manufactured and have been included in the consignment.  
Hope this pleases you.” 
  

 I wonder, how many defects are we willing to accept in 
our spiritual lives?  “Yes, I know there’s some greed and 
gossip and lust, but three defects per ten thousand is still 
acceptable!”  Is our goal as Christians to get our “defects” 
down to an “acceptable” level.  Or is our goal to get rid of 
them all?  I know, I know, we’ll never achieve that level of 
perfection in this life.  But what is our goal?  How much sin 
are we willing to tolerate before it becomes “unacceptable?” 
  

 “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that 
grace may abound?  Certainly not!  How shall we who died 
to sin live any longer in it?” (Romans 6:1-2). 
   
 “My little children, these things I write to you that you 
may not sin” (I John 2:1). 
   

 That’s our goal!  May you be satisfied in your spiritual 
life with nothing less than striving to follow the perfect 
example of Jesus Christ Himself.                     By Alan Smith 



Take the Harder Road 
 Building godly character is hard work. “Make every effort to add to your 

faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and 

to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, 
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love” (2 Peter 1:5-7). Every effort 

is right. That’s what it takes to make these qualities a part of our lives. People 

don’t change easily . . . leading to modern day proverbs like “a tiger doesn’t 

change its stripes.” Breaking bad habits and creating new godly ones is 

something that requires a daily focus for a long time. It probably takes the help 

of another Christian – and accepting that help takes a lot of humility. All that 

work, all that brokenness, is not something everyone is willing to go though. 

There are many who would much rather focus on the flaws of someone else. 

 There is more than one way to build up confidence in who you are. You can 

work, and grow, and daily become someone who better reflects the light of 

Jesus Christ. OR you can focus on the shortcomings of the people around you. 

“Well, I know I need to change what I choose to watch but at least I’m not like 

the guy who just got arrested for beating his wife. I definitely don’t do that.” 

“Yes, I know I don’t know my Bible well enough but at least I’m doing better 

than that church over there that doesn’t even know what baptism is for!” Yes, 

that’s certainly one way to feel better about yourself. Unfortunately, as Lonnie 

Jones put it: “cutting that guy’s legs off doesn’t make me one inch taller.” 

Looking down on others doesn’t make you a better person. And you’re not 

qualified to do it. We cannot even semi-accurately judge where others are 

unless we have first judged ourselves: “How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me 

take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own 
eye?’” (Matthew 7:4).  

 I want to suggest to you that it is better to take the harder road. Take a 

moment today and examine your own life. What are some areas that you can 
improve? What in the 2 Peter 1 list do you need to add to your character? What 

are you currently doing that God would like you to change? Are your prayer 

and reading habits what they should be? Do the hard work of asking yourselves 

these kind of questions and seek to improve the answers. Then you can have the 

confidence of knowing that you are doing what you can to be the person God 

wants you to be. That’s a much more satisfying way of being happy about who 

you are.  

Doug Wells 


