
   

Keeping Spiritual Focus 

As Christians, we know what we need to think about most in life: 

1) God—His greatness, goodness, power, love, mercy, grace, care 

and protection. 2) Christ—His life, teaching, death for our sins, 

burial, resurrection, ascension, intercession, and second coming. 

3) The Church—the privilege of membership in it, our 

involvement, service, spiritual growth, and worship experienced 

therein. These are the things that we want to think about and give 

priority to in our lives. 

But we live in a busy world. Life is fast, frenetic, and demanding. 

We all have to earn a living, make mortgage or rent payments, car 

payments, utility payments. We have to buy groceries, clothes, 

insurance, and take care of our physical health and that of our 

families. Our children (or grandchildren) are involved in a 

multiplicity of activities, each demanding a piece of our time and 

involvement. There are deadlines and expectation of all kinds to 

be met. In such a world how do we keep our spiritual focus? 

Consider the words of 1 John 3:1-3. Summarized, John tells us 

that before we get too caught up in thinking about the things of 

this life we need to reflect on God’s love that enabled us to become 

His children, to understand that the world does not know us (in 

the sense that it does not accept our standards), to remember that 

something better is waiting for us after this life, and to keep in 

mind that with Christ’s second coming we shall be like Him. These 

exhilarating truths will enable us to keep our spiritual focus! 

Hugh Fulford 

via Chapman Church of Christ 

Ripley, MS  

 

P.O. Box 416 

129 S. Chamberlain Ave. 

Rockwood, TN 37854 
865-354-0855 

 

 
Elders: 

 Kendall Bear 

 Dana Carter 

 Don Chandler 
  

  

 

 
Deacons: 

 Larry Brackett 

 Aaron Evans 

 Larry Hill 
 Steve McCreary 

  

  
 
Minister:   

 Dale Barger 

 
Secretary: 

      
 

 

Service Times: 

Sunday 

 Bible Study 10 am 

 Worship Service 10:45 am 

 Worship Service 6 pm 

 
Wednesday 

 Bible Study 7 pm 

 
 

  

 
 

Email: 

   rockwdcc@gmail.com 

 
Website: 

Rockwoodchurchofchrist.com 

 

Rockwood Church of Christ 
The Proclaimer 

October 22, 2023 

 



 

If You Were Granted Just One Wish 
The fervor which swept across this nation seeking to win the $500,000,000 lottery is 

remarkable. It is amazing to see how so many Americans think that money would bring 

them true happiness. The reality is that past winners of lotteries just could not handle 

that kind of money and their lives were ruined by such a “blessing.” 

As a child, we thought about finding that bottle with the genie inside who would grant 

us three wishes. It was rather fun to see how our friends used their wishes to bring them 

imaginary happiness. It was fun, but the truth is there is no magic genie. 

Suppose that you could ask God to give you just one thing. What would it be? Take just 

a moment to think about this before you continue reading. If He promised to grant your 
one request, what would you ask for? What above all else would bring you the greatest 

joy? 

David, the man after God’s own heart, prayed that God would just do one for him. His 

words were, “One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek . . .” Now if these 

were your words how would you finish his sentence? What one thing above all else 

would you ask God to give you? David desired one thing. He knew the nature of God 

was to answer his prayer, so he asked God to give him just one thing. 

“One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of 

the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in His 

temple” (Psa. 27:4). Nothing in this world would bring greater happiness to David than 

this one request. 

Look at the first part of David’s wish. He longed to dwell in the house of the Lord as long 
as he lived. There is more to this than for David to physically be in the tabernacle (the 

temple had not yet been built). Above all else he wanted to be with God. What about us? 

Paul defines the house of the Lord as the church (1 Tim. 3:15). David’s one request is 

so readily available for us! 

He longed to behold the beauty of the Lord. Take time to think about the beauty of our 

God. David lived before Emmanuel came. He never saw God in the flesh, but we see 
Him every time we read the New Testament. God is beautiful. We are able to see the 

beauty of the Lord far better than David ever did! 

Finally, David longed to inquire of the Lord. David only had, at best, nine books of the 

Bible. We have sixty-six! We can inquire and know far more than David ever did. He 

longed to let God instruct him. We are more blessed than David! 

The true blessings in this life are spiritual. Don’t waste your life chasing foolish wishes 

that are so material. David’s one wish should be the one we first think of! 
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