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FISHERS 
 

 “Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the 
LORD, and they shall fish them; and after will I send 
for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every 
mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of 
the rocks”   (Jeremiah 16:16).  The verses that follow 
speak of God punishing Judah for her repeated 
departures from His will.  Consequently, the mission the 
Lord had for these fishers and hunters evidently was to 
round up all of the disobedient in Judah, especially 
those who might have escaped to the wilderness areas of 
Judah, and carry them away to Babylon (or worse). 
 
 However, Jesus turned this figure into a positive 
concept when He told the fishermen of Galilee, “Follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 
4:19).    We could summarize the work of Jesus using 
this analogy:  1. He trained His disciples how to fish for 
men, and 2. taught them why this work was so 
important.  His final instructions to them show this to 
be true:  “And He said unto them, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned”   (Mark 16:15-16).   
Fishing for souls is carried out through teaching and 
preaching.  The salvation of each soul depends on their 
response to this gospel. 
 
 It seems that every new quarter brings an appeal 
for teachers.  No, it is not easy teaching, and, yes, it can 
be discouraging at times.  However, the effects of this 
work are eternal; you can make a difference in the life of 
a child.  So, are you fishing?                J. Brooks Boyd, Jr. 



FAITHFULNESS 
 
 When we talk about faithfulness what do we generally think about?  Is it the 
individual that has been a member of the church all their life?  Or is it the one that 
attends every service of the church?  These examples may or may not be an indicator 
of faithfulness.  I have known those that have been in the church all their life but were 
wicked.  I have known some that have attended every service of the church except 
when they were very ill, but they too were not Christians that they should have been.  
On the other hand, there are some that did not obey the gospel till late in life that were 
great Christians and some that had jobs that kept them from services more than they 
liked.  So what does it mean to be faithful? 
 First of all we need to understand that faith is that which comes from God’s 
word.  It is divine instruction on how to live.  Romans 10:17 says that faith comes by 
hearing the word of God.  That would then indicate that the Bible is our source of 
instruction.  In the faith chapter (Hebrews 11) we read that by faith Noah built an 
ark.  That means that Noah built an ark based on God’s instructions to him.  It also 
tells us that by faith Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.  Cain’s sacrifice 
was not accepted by God because it was not of faith or more specifically was not 
authorized by God.  So it is that to be faithful we first need to have the knowledge of 
that which God has authorized. 
 Secondly it is also doing what we know that God has told us to do.  True faith 
demands action.  The examples in Hebrews 11 clearly show that every time the Lord 
said do, those faithful individuals did just exactly what the Lord said to do.  We cannot 
consider ourselves faithful if we do not obey the Lord.  The Lord did not give examples 
of faithfulness from those that were disobedient but from those that obeyed His voice. 
 But faithfulness is more than obeying in a few things.  Matthew 7:21-23 clearly 
teaches that one must obey the Lord in all that he can.  The Scriptures says that there 
will be some that are doing good works that will not be saved.  The reason is that they 
are either not doing what He commanded or are not doing all that He commanded.  
That is why it is so important that we serve the Lord with our all not just a small 
portion.  Matthew 22:37-38 clearly says “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  This is the first and great 
commandment.”  To fall short of giving our all is not faithfulness.  Luke 16:10 says 
this,  “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is 
unjust in the least is unjust also in much.”  This tells us that we cannot be faithful if we 
neglect the little things.  This means that such things as attending services and Bible 
classes is just as important as other things that we do.  In fact we need to do all that we 
can, in every facet of our life and not neglect anything.  After all, we are not our own 
we are bought with a price (I Corinthians 6:19-20).  We therefore need to act like 
it.  Are you faithful?  If not, please change.  If you are, please keep it up. 

 
Robert Barcroft  

 


