
   

Get in the Wheelbarrow! 

There was a tightrope walker, who did incredible aerial feats. All 
over Paris, he would do tightrope acts at tremendously scary 
heights. Then he had succeeding acts: he would do it blindfolded, 
then he would go across the tightrope, blindfolded, pushing a 
wheelbarrow. An American promoter read about this in the 
papers and wrote a letter to the tightrope walker, saying, 
“Tightrope, I don’t believe you can do it, but I’m willing to make 
you an offer. For a very substantial sum of money, besides all 
your transportation fees, I would like to challenge you to do your 
act over Niagara Falls.” Now, Tightrope wrote back, “Sir, 
although I’ve never been to America and seen the Falls, I’d love to 
come.” 

Well, after a lot of promotion and setting the whole thing up, 
many people came to see the event. Tightrope was to start on the 
Canadian side and come to the American side. Drums roll, and he 
comes across the rope which is suspended over the treacherous 
part of the falls––blindfolded!! And he makes it across easily. The 
crowds go wild, and he comes to the promoter and says, “Well, 
Mr. Promoter, now do you believe I can do it?” “Well of course l 
do. I mean, I just saw you do it.” “No,” said Tightrope, “do you 
really believe I can do it?” “Well of course I do, you just did it.” 
“No, no, no,” said Tightrope, “do you believe I can do it?” 
“Yes,” said Mr. Promoter, “I believe you can do it.” “Good,” said 
Tightrope, “then you get in the wheel barrow.” 

The word believe in Greek means “to live by.” This is a nice story, 
makes you ask, how often do we say that we believe Christ can do 
it, but refuse to get in the wheelbarrow? Faith is an action word. 
It has been defined as “belief with legs.” Faith is an obedient faith, 
getting in the wheelbarrow and letting God lead you and guide you 
through life. 

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6). 
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Should We Preach Jesus and Ignore Doctrine? 

Sometimes we hear individuals say, “Why should we be so concerned about doctrine? We 

should just preach Jesus and ignore doctrine. Preaching doctrine creates division, but 

preaching Jesus will bring unity.” Those who say these things often are motivated to bring 

about harmony among those who follow Jesus, but we must begin by asking, “What does 

the Bible teach about the importance of doctrine?” Think about all you would have to give 

up if you never preached doctrine. 

 If I gave up all doctrine, I could never preach about Jesus’ resurrection. When 

Paul was teaching in the marketplace in Athens he proclaimed the resurrection of Jesus. 

He was taken to the Acropolis where he was questioned by the Greek philosophers. They 

said, “May we know what this new doctrine is of which you speak” (Acts 17:18-19)? 

 If I gave up all doctrine, I could never preach about the Sermon on the 

Mount. Matthew devoted three chapters to this amazing lesson taught by Jesus. It is 

filled with moral teachings like the beatitudes, Christian influence as salt and light, loving 

our neighbors, humility in prayer, the goodness of God in His providence, the Golden 

Rule, etc. “When Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at His 

doctrine; for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes” (Matt. 

7:28-29). If I cannot preach doctrine, I cannot preach the sermon on the mount! 

 If I gave up all doctrine, I could never preach about the parables of Jesus. 

Mark described the preaching of Jesus. “And He taught them many things by parables, 

and said unto them in His doctrine…” (Mark 4:2). Jesus spoke more than 30 parables, 

but I could not use them. I could not tell about the prodigal son, the good Samaritan, the 

pearl of great price, the wise builder, etc. How can I preach about Jesus without using 

His parables, but they are doctrine! 

 If I gave up all doctrine, I could never free men from sin. Paul described the 

salvation of the Romans using these words, “But God be thanked that though you were 

slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were 

delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness” 

(Rom. 6:17-18). If the heartfelt obedience to doctrine brought freedom from sin, how 

can anyone, who loves the lost, minimize the preaching of doctrine? 

Take time to use your concordance to read all the Bible says about doctrine. Do this with a 

sincere heart and you will never again speak of separating Jesus from doctrine. Take time 

to study the Bible, it’s not that hard to understand! 
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