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IN SEASON, OUT OF SEASON 
 
 On his second missionary journey, Paul came to 
the city of Philippi.  There, while worshipping by the 
river, he met and baptized Lydia.  But not all in 
Philippi listened to Paul and he was falsely accused of 
“troubling the city” (Acts 16:20).  Beaten and thrown 
into prison, Paul and Silas did not let persecution stop 
their preaching.  Instead they sang hymns to God.  An 
earthquake gave Paul the opportunity to tell the jailor 
about the hope of eternal life through Jesus.  The jailor 
gathered his family and they heard the precious 
message of Jesus Christ. He and all in his household 
were immediately baptized – the same hour of the 
night! 
 
 Paul could have griped and moped about his 
problems. Instead, he was devoted to serving God. He 
had come to a city where he knew no one.  On the day 
of worship he went where others were worshipping 
God.  An obstacle became an opportunity to tell others 
about Jesus. Falsely imprisoned, he preached Christ to 
the keeper of the jail. 
 
   How important is Christ to us today?  Are we 
going where we can worship with others? Can we 
overcome the fear of persecution, or rejection by 
telling others the good news of Jesus?  When our 
soul’s salvation becomes more important than worldly 
favor, then we like Paul, will be “ready in season and 
out of season” to spread the gospel to our world. 

John K. Willis 



IS THE CLOCK YOUR ENEMY? 
 
 Maybe you love getting up in the morning. If so, then this past weekend was no trouble 
for you even though you had to spring forward.  My daughter, who is not great at waking up 
in the morning, asked this question – “Why can’t we fall back both times?”  Maybe she can 
start some legislation to that end.  I’m sure she would get some support. 
 We are all limited by time. We live inside a framework that was chosen for us by our 
Creator. Read Genesis 1 and you will see that God divided earthly life into days and months 
and years.  We get accustomed to this framework. Therefore, in every situation where time 
becomes a constraint we can get pretty anxious or exhausted. Have you ever traveled across 
the world?  If you have you actually know what the term, “jet lag” means.  Have you ever had 
a deadline to meet and not enough time for the task at hand?  If so, you quickly realize that 
the clock is not your friend.  You feverishly work to complete whatever it is you have to 
accomplish before it’s too late. 
 This leads me to the question of the hour, no pun intended. Is the clock your enemy?  
Do you have enough time to do all of the things for which you are responsible?  What’s crazy 
about all of the convenience and time saving technology of this generation is that we are 
busier than ever, and everyone is constantly either stressed out or in a hurry or both.  But 
this really has nothing to do with our allotment of time.  It still comes 24 hours in a day. The 
problem is that we try to fit more into each day than in the past.  Like the song says, “I’m in a 
hurry to get things done, I rush and rush until life’s no fun. All I really gotta do is live and 
die, But I’m in a hurry and don’t know why.” 
 Connected to this, something occurred to me this week that I wanted to share with you. 
This past Sunday morning I was preaching about salvation and I was doing everything I 
could to say what I wanted to say and reach every person I could from the pulpit.  And when 
I looked at the clock, as many preachers do, I became very frustrated!  I decided that the 
clock was my enemy!  I want to shoot it off the wall!  Here we all were, 400 plus of us, 
together worshipping God and there was much more praise to give Jehovah.  There was 
much more honor to bestow upon the Savior. There was much more encouragement to 
extend from brother to brother. There was much more the Spirit had to say to us through the 
word.  But we theoretically, according to the way we schedule worship, didn’t have enough 
time. 
           I have an eldership that tells me to preach until I’m done. But guess what?  In my heart 
I am never done.  Because I know what God has done for me and I know the power of His 
word that tells the story. If I really took advantage of their lack of constraints on me I would 
never stop talking about Jesus, or the church, or the plan, or the Bible in general.  I have 
come to realize that this is part of what the eternality of heaven is for.  The love that is in my 
heart for God is never-ending, and it will take an eternity to express it.  But in the meantime, 
while here on earth, I’m really beginning to dislike clocks. 
 If Christians have in fact been touched by the cross of Christ, then every heart should 
feel the words of that old spiritual that says, when it comes to praising or serving or working 
for the kingdom, we “Ain’t got time to die.” 
 So…once more…Is the clock your enemy?  If so, why?  You see, the “why” is what really 
matters. Because we have all been given in each day the same amount of time….. 
 “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil”  Ephesians 5:15-16.                                        Jeremiah Tatum                                                                                                                             


